
Our Purpose: Celebrate, cultivate and share God’s love. 

Our Values: Welcoming, Compassion, Serving, Respect. 
 

Announcements  

We are so pleased to announce that this week we will be having real-time, LIVE WORSHIP ON                 
FACEBOOK! You do not have to have a Facebook account to watch! This SUNDAY AT 10:30am 
simply go this link: https://www.facebook.com/oursavioursarlington  

We will be partaking of communion together, so have some form of juice and some form of bread 
available! 

Again, it is not necessary to have a Facebook account, and we’re not encouraging you to sign up for one 
if you don’t already one. If, however, you do have an account on Facebook, you can post comments  
during the livestream, and offer peace to one another during pass the peace! 

All worship services will continue to be available on our YouTube channel, even the ones that are live 
online. The YouTube link is:  Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, Arlington, WA 

If you’re unable to connect with worship online and would instead like to receive a DVD of worship  
services to watch, please contact the church office. We’d love to get copies to you. 

 

HAVE NEEDS? If you are finding that you have unmet needs during this pandemic and smoke crisis, 
please contact the church. We may not be meeting in person, but we’d still like to be able to pray, and to 
consider how this church might be able to resource our members and our larger community. 
 

Worship Reading Sign Ups: Have you ever wanted to be a reader? Here’s your opportunity! The      
following link is a google document Peace of Christ be with you,” or whatever you normally say when 
we passed the peace during in-person worship where you can choose a date and specific reading. Pastor 
Charis will contact you for the best time and method to record your reading. Filming can be done at any 
time, even weeks before the scheduled service. For any questions, please give us a call.  

Sign Up List for OSLC Worship Readings  

 

Christ in Our Home Daily Devotional booklets for October -December are now  available on the     
entryway table. Pick up your free copy today or contact the office. 

 

Flowers to the Glory of God! Remember our Flower Chart? You can still participate! Just send in a 
picture or video of you and your flowers and/or garden. We can also Zoom with you. We can add it into 
the worship videos! Just let us know if it is honor of someone, an anniversary or simply to the Glory of 
God! Please contact the office if you are interested.  
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Notes from your Church Council 

Council Notes – September 9, 2020 

Hello Our Saviour’s people. 

  The council folks all hope you have been enjoying the warm weather.  We also are praying for 

the thousands of people who have been affected by the devastating fires in California, Oregon, 

and especially those close to home here in Washington.  God, we pray for the fire fighters,      

pilots, and other people who are fighting those fires. 

   Your church needs you.  The council will be selecting a transition team soon in preparation for 

calling a permanent pastor.  If you would like to be on that team which will carefully            

characterize our church family so we can call a pastor who fits us and challenges us, please let 

Tammy in the church office or me know you are interested. 

   Our church is doing well except we are all very much missing each other.  When Pastor Charis 

gets back from vacation, we will explore ways we might be able to get together physically yet    

retain safety.  By the way, research continuously shows properly wearing masks is especially 

important for lessening the spread of the Covid virus. 

   Recently Bev and other staff of OSLC Childcare have been noticing non-church use of our 

parking lots.  Last week as the staff was just starting the day’s activities, they noticed a           

suspicious vehicle parked by the board fence by the garbage containers.  Then they saw a man, 

not known to them, along with three dogs running from behind the church to get into the         

vehicle.  An unpleasant verbal exchange followed and he, with the dogs, took off in the vehicle.  

No one was physically hurt.  As it turns out, police investigation showed a hole had been cut 

through the fence next to the school district maintenance buildings.  Apparently, that man had 

been interrupted by school district staff as he was attempting to steal school stuff.  The police 

know the man and are looking for him.  The school district fixed the fence. 

   Because of incidents where people have been using our parking lots, the council is deciding 

on signage and other ideas designed to prevent unauthorized use and parking.  Unauthorized use 

of the parking lots puts the church and the learning center at liability and safety risks.         

Therefore, you may see some new signs at the entrances to the parking lots.  The council is     

investigating further actions while maintaining a welcoming atmosphere.  Council members 

have been almost daily and nightly checking our grounds to ensure proper use and lock-up.  We 

will keep you posted. 

Peace to all.  Pray for Covid affected people. 

 

Wayne Erickson, OSLC Council President 

   360-380-6178, docfarfar@gmail.com  
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and 
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

First Reading: Jonah 3:10--4:11  
 

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to 
spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God       
ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a 
question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all 
worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty 
thousand Ninevites? 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring  
upon them; and he did not do it. 
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 
Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own      
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 
ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for 
it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would    
become of the city. 
  6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked 
the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, 
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he 
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about 
the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into    
being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about    
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty       
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?” 
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Psalm: Psalm 145:1-8  
 
The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8) 

 1I will exalt you, my | God and king, 
  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
 2Every day | will I bless you 
  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
 3Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised! 
  There is no end | to your greatness. 
 4One generation shall praise your works | to another 
  and shall de- | clare your power. R 
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 
  and all your | marvelous works. 
 6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 
  and I will re- | count your greatness. 
 7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
 8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R 
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Second Reading:  Philippians 1:21-30  
 

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of 
his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the             
Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the 
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share   
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no 
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of 
your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege 
not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having 
the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16  
 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that 
God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for 
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he 
went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then     
going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they     
grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 
13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with 
me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this 
last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs 
to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” 

5 



Pastor Charis’ Message 

 

 

I’m grateful for two weeks of vacation, mostly spent outdoors, which included (safe) 
visits with friends and family. Right now, smoke fills the street outside my home in 
Bellingham, and my heart moves toward all the lives that have been and will be lost in 
these fires, human and otherwise. The goodness of vacation, held in tension with dire 
crisis.  

  

Life can be this paradox so often. I find myself very excited about our upcoming 
LIVESTREAM WORSHIP this Sunday, and yet it is only happening because we can’t 
actually meet in person safely yet.  

  

Our text this week contains some of this paradox as well: we can be so grateful for 
work, but so unsatisfied at the same time. I find this particular parable of Jesus, the  
laborers in the vineyard, to be incredibly insightful and incredibly challenging. Even 
though it was spoken more than 2000 years ago, the truth of the human condition     
remains the same. I look forward to bringing this text to you live this Sunday. 

  

We are close to starting work with a Transition Team! It’s been wonderful to see    
people volunteer to do this vital task. If you are on this team I very much look forward 
to working with you! If you are not on this team, do please help out these folks when 
they need to be in touch with you to gather data and opinions. Things are moving   
forward, even during a pandemic! 

  

Do make sure to tune in to our church’s Facebook page this Sunday at 10:30am!  

  

Peace and thanks, 

Pastor Charis 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church, 
equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ (especially). Lord, in 
your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your 
concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you 
have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of 
conflict and violence (especially). Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of 
negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in 
steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime 
and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to 
all who are in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to 
follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Concern and Thanks 
God of Resurrection you are our source of life and hope.  We give thanks for your gifts of 
love and life;  inspire us to be your hands and voice in your world; grant us courage to joyfully 
share your Good News.  We pray for our world, nation, and local communities.  We hold in 
prayer those who have  contracted the COVID-19 virus, and the families of those who have died. 
We pray for medical workers, care providers, and first responders. We lift up those who feel  
anxious and worried.  
 
Adult caregivers caring for loved ones 
Anna Boortz - undergoing treatment for breast cancer (friend of Robin Barker) 
Bob Campbell - left foot still needs to heal, still non weight bearing 
Corrine Christie - health challenges 
Deb Isler - healing for broken toe  
Debbie Wold - continuing immunotherapy for liver & kidney cancer and condition is stable, 
prayers have helped (friend of Robin Barker) 
Dennis Heaton - complications from kidney issues, prayers for healing 
Faith Breon - continued health and freedom from pain (daughter-in-law of Laurie Breon) 
Frank Gonzales - prayers for vision in left eye to return, optical retinal vein occlusion 
Glenn Zachery -  recovery from fall, broken bone in neck (friend of Ken & Arlene Casperson)  
Gretchen Forsman - recovering from surgery and doing better. (daughter-in-law of Toni 
Forsman) 
Jason Villa - recovering from heart attack-doing much better, praise God! (husband of Robin  
Villa) 
Larry Campbell - prayers for ongoing health issues (friend of Arlene & Ken Casperson)  
Leslie Faxon - Intravenous Chemo stopped working and is now taking an oral chemo to       
maintain current levels (friend of Ruth Gonzales) 
Margaret Larson - health challenges 
Mark Lilgreen - doing well, praise God!  
Mike Tjoeker - pancreatic cancer, pray that chemo given can bring some remission. (nephew of 
Lyle & Laura Kellogg) 
Mo Weathers - to recover quickly from sepsis (father of  Pastor Charis)  
Patti Vincent - undergoing treatment for liver cancer (Liz & Steve Moore son’s mother-in-law) 
Rob Pattermann - holding his own, on a modified life style (friend of Bob & Vickie Campbell) 
Sue Andersson - improvement in hearing, still a ways to go, please keep praying.  Thank you 
everyone for prayers!  
Toddler Eli - battling terminal illness, waiting to start a medical trial for Alexander’s disease 
(grandmother is friend of Ruth Gonzales) 
Virgina Muniz - is in the healing process and learning a new lifestyle (friend of Amy Williams) 
Wally Wallace - improving from severe stroke, praise God! Moved to an adult family home, 
pray for continued healing (friend of Lyle & Laura Kellogg)  
Family and friends of  Richard Hovet (father of Beth Husted) 
                                     Brad Smith (son of Dennis & Barb Smith,        
                     Mission Builders) 
Those serving in uniform. 
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Announcements Continued 

Online worship resources: Here are additional online worship links you can visit.  

• Freeborn (Stanwood) & Faith (N. Lakewood)  https://freebornchurch.org/wp/sermons/  
• Camano Lutheran Church: https://www.camanolutheranchurch.org/sermons-online 

• Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana: www.plsilvana.org  

• NW Synod has multiple churches listed: lutheransnw.org/Online-Worship  
• Here is a link to Sunday worship Calvary Lutheran (ELCA) Post Falls, ID                                                   

http://www.facebook.com/calvarypostfalls 
 

• Here is a link to Wednesday Fireside chats from Calvary Lutheran:  
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3AnUQyDxNeqi2sPNGdLobA/featured 
 

• Here is a link to Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) Loveland, CO  zionloveland.com 
 
Remember to support Our Saviour’s as, even though we are not able to gather, all the usual      
expenses of our church continue each week.  Please mail your check to the church or stop by when 
someone is in the office.  Another option is to sign up for Simply Giving, which is an  automated 
giving program  designed to help you conveniently and consistently contribute to Our Saviour’s. If 
you would like more information, please contact the church office. Thank you for your giving! 

 
North Snohomish County Outreach (NSCO) Laundry Project - On September 8th, The       
Laundry Dinner Team from OSLC for September included Korene Thomas, Doris Senica, Wayne 
& Ellyn Erickson. This month we continued with the "Grab-and Go" meals. Each team member 
made 8 stand alone sack meals. We had a fabulous variety of sandwiches, fruit, desserts, chips and 
snacks. The NSCO group provides beverages and condiments for our meals. Each month we adjust 
to the new requirements from the state and NSCO to safely serve the clients. As always, the clients 
are appreciative and positive about our contributions. Thank you to all the meal teams who          
generously volunteer their time and food to continue this project. 

 

Pictures Please! All who attended Our Saviour’s are invited to send a photo of themselves in their 
“natural habitat.” In other words, a photo of you being yourself in a favorite space. We’re not     
looking for a professional headshot, if at all possible. For instance, have you been gardening during 
the pandemic? Doing a particular craft? Making bread? Doing more walking? Being online?      
Chatting with others on the computer? Then submit one photo of you doing what you love to do (it 
could be napping, too!) and send it to Pastor Charis, along with your name and contact info 
(including your email address!) at pastor@arlingtonwachurch.org  Also let Pastor know if you give 
your permission to use the photo on social media. Pastor Charis will compile all the photos and put 
it into an online file to which only the church will have access. So, send your photo! It’s going to 
help Pastor Charis get to know people, too!  

 
Childcare Job Opening: The Childcare Center is looking for an on-call custodian/substitute teacher. 
Experience preferred. Requirements: At least 18 years of age, high school diploma or GED, STARS 
Training, current DCYF background check (or willing to obtain). Current hours of operation are M-F 7 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. This is an on call, part time position. If interested, please email us your resume along 
with a phone number to contact you. Email to: childcare.arlingtonwachurch@gmail.com or                   
childcare@arlingtonwachurch.org. 
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Our Saviour’s  
Office Hours 

 
Monday-Thursday 
9:00am - 2:30pm 

 
Friday  

by appointment 

Ministers: All the baptized. We live out our 
ministry in our daily lives and in the Church. 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church Childcare and                            

Preschool  

615 E Highland Drive                       

Arlington, WA  98223                       

360-435-8921   

www.arlingtonwachurch.org  

This Week at Our Saviour’s  
September 21st - September 27th 

Monday   

Tuesday   
 
 

Wednesday   

Thursday   

Friday   

Saturday   

Sunday 
 

  

Pastor 

                                                       

Charis 

Weathers 
Email: pastor@arlingtonwachurch.org 

Cell Phone: (360) 707-8900 

Office  

Assistant 

Tammy 

DeWard 

Email:  office@arlingtonwachurch.org  

Cell Phone (360) 631-8037 
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