
Our Purpose: Celebrate, cultivate and share God’s love. 

Our Values: Welcoming, Compassion, Serving, Respect. 
 

Announcements  

Sunday Worship: We invite you to our  video worship service. It includes music, Prayer of 
the Day, Scriptures, message, and prayers for this Sunday, July 12th, and features members of 
Our Saviour's. You are invited to take some time on Sunday morning – or any time - and use this 
resource for your worship. Please watch our worship service on Our Saviour’s YouTube link:  
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, Arlington, WA  

 

BIG REQUEST:  We'd love to see more of each other in our online worship videos! If possible, 
could you please record a video of yourself "passing the peace"? It can be done right on your 
phone! This just means taking a very brief selfie video of you (and with family members, if 
you'd like; family members can also do this individually) saying, "Peace," or "Peace of Christ" 
or "Peace of the Lord" to the camera (possibly with the same kind of smile/expression you'd 
have in person in church). Make sure to record some space at the beginning and end in order to 
edit. You can upload the video(s) in any form to this google drive folder.  
You can do this every week, and in a different setting, if you'd like. It would be nice if this could 
be an ongoing element in our online worship. Thank you very much! Pastor Charis 
 

 
Church office: Tammy will be working mostly from home this week due to Vance’s hip       
surgery. Tammy will be available by phone at (360)631-8037.  
 

The Preschool is hiring!!  We are looking for people to fill several open positions starting this 
fall.  We are looking for someone to be a long term sub as well as a teaching assistant.  A     
background in education, or working with children is preferred.  If you or someone you know is 
interested email the preschool (preschool@arlingtonwachurch.org) or church office 
(office@arlingtonwachurch.org) for more information.   
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Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church  
Worship Resources  

Week of  

July 12
th

 - July 18
th

, 2020 

https://bit.ly/3gsopuF
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/4/folders/1-3gmvC-j0glyuEVBhhthrTkHs1seUUX8


Notes from your Church Council 

The 2020-2021 budget was passed by a vote of 50-0.  Fifty votes represents a   

quorum so the budget will go into effect.  Thank you to those who were able to     

arrange time to come to the church to vote.  We again apologize for the                  

inconvenience of the voting procedure during anti-gathering requirements of the 

Covid-19 virus.   

   The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 21st.  The council will be 

asking for help from the congregation during our transition phase prior to calling for 

a new permanent pastor.  First, before we can start the call process, we need to     

determine who we are and who we want to be.  What makes Our Saviour’s the 

church it is?  What would make us a better church?  The council will select five or 

more church members to be on that defining group which will work closely with 

Pastor Charis. If you would like to be considered for this special group, please let 

me know soon so it can get to work. 

   The council will be also considering how we can start planning for worshipping 

together in our church when the time becomes safe to do so.  We would also like to 

start planning for a new, photographic directory. 

   Please feel very free to call me if you have questions, suggestions, or concerns.  

Thank you so much for those folks who have reached out to me.  Peace to you all.  

We all are being watched over by God who loves us and who wants us to extend 

that love to all no matter who. 

 

  Wayne Erickson, Council President. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 
us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen  

 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13  
 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 
to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 
their hands. 

 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

 

3 



 

Psalm: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13  
 
Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 

 

[ 1You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows | be fulfilled. 
 2To you, the one | who answers prayer, 
  to you all | flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are strong- | er than we are, 
  but you blot out | our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your | courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness | of your temple. R 
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of | our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away. 
 6You make firm the mountains | by your power; 
  you are girded a- | bout with might. 
 7You still the roaring | of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples. 
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to | sing for joy. R 
]  9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is | 
full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year | with your goodness, 
  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 
 12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves with 
grain; 
  let them shout for | joy and sing. R 
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Second Reading:  Romans 8:1-11  
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 
law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now    
empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.      
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 
the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus       
explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And 
he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they   
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 
 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 
the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person            
immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.” 
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Pastor Charis’ Message 

 

This week we look at the familiar Parable of the Sower. You know, the one about 
seeds being scattered on different soils, resulting in different harvests? In reflecting 
upon and talking about this parable with others this week, I think there is a LOT of 
good news for us in this text.  

 

Jesus takes the time to explain this parable in the second half of our reading. Much of 
what the passage hinges upon is how one defines the "word of the kingdom". Many 
have interpreted it as the "Word of God," as in the Bible, but this is probably more   
related to the message of the Kingdom of Heaven, which is set in contrast to the  
earthly kingdoms in the book of Matthew. In other words, the seeds of the heavenly 
kingdom are being sown, and the reaping relates to how much we are actually        
embodying the ways of the heavenly kingdom. That's a lot to think about, isn't it? 

 

I don't think this parable has as much to do with the suitability of the soil (i.e., "am I 
good soil or bad soil") as it does with the generosity and hopefulness of the sower. 
Tune in to this Sunday's worship service on YouTube for more thoughts, and some 
video of actual growing things. 

 

We are still very much in the midst of the pandemic. In the past week I've been able to 
have a few zoom calls with members of Our Saviour's, and next week I'll even have 
an in-person visit on an outdoor patio. I'd love to meet more of you! Feel free to    
contact me via email or phone and we can set up some chat time. Also, do please    
consider taking a very brief selfie video of yourself and/or your family extending a 
virtual "passing of the peace." The upload information for those videos is on the first 
page of this e-bulletin.  

 

Our presumption is that we will, eventually, be able to meet in person again. In the 
meantime, we can be creative about other ways and means to gather. If you have     
ideas, feel free to implement them (with masks and safe distancing, of course) and tell 
us about it, or let us know your suggestions. These are challenging times and we need 
to work at maintaining community. 

 

Peace and grace to you! 

Pastor Charis 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries and 
newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share. 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 
praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 
stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. We 
pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and lasting 
peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need (especially). For those who are doubting, renew faith. 
For those who are worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For 
those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, 
that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries 
(especially) and deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died (especially Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of 
Uppsala, whom we commemorate today). Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of the           
resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Concern and Thanks 
God of Resurrection you are our source of life and hope.  We give thanks for your gifts of 
love and life;  inspire us to be your hands and voice in your world; grant us courage to joyfully 
share your Good News.  We pray for our world, nation, and local communities.  We hold in 
prayer those who have  contracted the COVID-19 virus, and the families of those who have died. 
We pray for medical workers, care providers, and first responders. We lift up those who feel  
anxious and worried.  
 
Adult caregivers caring for loved ones 
Bob Campbell - left foot still needs to heal, still non weight bearing 
Corrine Christie - health challenges 
Debbie Wold - continuing immunotherapy for liver & kidney cancer and condition is stable, 
prayers have helped (friend of Robin Barker) 
Dennis Heaton - ongoing kidney issues 
Elaine Adams - autoimmune disease, blisters all over body, pray for comfort (friend of Deb Isler) 
Faith Breon - continued health and freedom from pain (daughter-in-law of Laurie Breon) 
Frank Gonzales - prayers for vision in left eye to return, optical retinal vein occlusion 
Glenn Steffler - prayers for healing from being trampled by horse, under supervision for       
compartment syndrome (nephew of Laurie Breon)  
Glenn Zachery -  recovery from fall, broken bone in neck (friend of Ken & Arlene Casperson)  
Gretchen Forsman - recovering from surgery and doing better. (daughter-in-law of Toni 
Forsman) 
Jason Villa - recovering from a heart attack on 6/10 (husband of Robin Villa) 
Larry Campbell - prayers for ongoing health issues (friend of Arlene & Ken Casperson)  
Leslie Faxon - Intravenous Chemo stopped working and is now taking an oral chemo to       
maintain current levels (friend of Ruth Gonzales) 
Margaret Larson - health challenges 
Mike Tjoeker - pancreatic cancer, pray that chemo given can bring some remission. (nephew of 
Lyle & Laura Kellogg) 
Patti Vincent - undergoing treatment for liver cancer (Liz & Steve Moore son’s mother-in-law) 
Richard Hovet - moved to a memory care facility in May (father of Beth Husted) 
Rob Pattermann - holding his own, on a modified life style (friend of Bob & Vickie Campbell) 
Sandra Arthur - is doing much better following surgeries on her shoulder and hip, praise God! 
(mother of Robin Villa) 
Sue Andersson - hearing distortion in left ear, pray for normal hearing to return, for complete 
healing 
Toddler Eli - battling terminal illness, waiting to start a medical trial for Alexander’s disease 
(grandmother is friend of Ruth Gonzales) 
Vance DeWard - prayers for healing and recovery from hip surgery   
Virgina Muniz - is in the healing process and learning a new lifestyle 
(friend of Amy Williams) 
Wally Wallace - improving from severe stroke, praise God! Moved 
to an adult family home, pray for continued healing (friend of Lyle & 
Laura Kellogg)  
Those serving in uniform. 
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Announcements Continued 

Online worship resources: Here are additional online worship links you can visit.  

• Freeborn (Stanwood) & Faith (N. Lakewood)  https://freebornchurch.org/wp/sermons/  
• Camano Lutheran Church: https://www.camanolutheranchurch.org/sermons-online 

• Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana: www.plsilvana.org  

• NW Synod has multiple churches listed: lutheransnw.org/Online-Worship  
• Here is a link to Sunday worship Calvary Lutheran (ELCA) Post Falls, ID                                                   

http://www.facebook.com/calvarypostfalls 
 

• Here is a link to Wednesday Fireside chats from Calvary Lutheran:  
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3AnUQyDxNeqi2sPNGdLobA/featured 
 

• Here is a link to Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) Loveland, CO  zionloveland.com 
• Living Christ Lutheran Church Flagstaff, AZ   www.livingchristflagstaff.org  (look under 

“Kitchen Sink”) 
• 50 Countries Sing One Song:  https://youtu.be/BA7pdABvpnc 
 
North Snohomish County Outreach (NSCO) Laundry Project - On June 9th, Sharon Billdt, 
Deb Isler, Beth and Greg Husted and Merilyn McClure created "Grab-and-Go" meals for the 
Laundry Project Dinners. This collaborative effort culminated in the delivery of 24 meals to the 
Suds and Duds Laundromat at Smokey point. We are blessed to be able to continue this project, 
even within the confines of Covid-19. Thanks to all our Laundry Dinner Volunteers who          
continue to faithfully provide for those in need. Peace, Ellyn Erickson. July 14th volunteers are 
Sally Shinstrom and Sherry Buller. 

Remember to support Our Saviour’s as, even though we are not able to gather, all the usual 
expenses of our church continue each week.  Please mail your check to the church or stop by 
when someone is in the office.  Another option is to sign up for Simply Giving, which is an    
automated giving program  designed to help you conveniently and consistently contribute to Our 
Saviour’s. If you would like more information, please contact the church office. Thank you for 
your giving! 

Christ In Our Home devotional booklets for July through September are now available on the 
table in the entryway.  Come stop by and pick one up!  

Lutherwood Camp & Retreat Center- We are excited to announce that our local officials have 
ok'd us opening the campground with phase two in Whatcom Country. Currently our 
campground is open 7 days a week but we have many people who have made reservations. 
Please call for availability. Social distancing rules still apply. We have 20 spots available with 
water and electricity, for $35 a night. 5 people a site. This also includes access to our swim at 
your own risk waterfront, hiking trails, and basketball court.                                                      
For more information:  www.camplutherwood.org/campground , (360)734-7652. 
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Our Saviour’s  
Office Hours 

 
Monday-Thursday 
9:00am - 2:30pm 

 
Friday  

by appointment 

Ministers: All the baptized. We live out our 
ministry in our daily lives and in the Church. 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church Childcare and                            

Preschool  

615 E Highland Drive                       

Arlington, WA  98223                       

360-435-8921   

www.arlingtonwachurch.org  

This Week at Our Saviour’s  
July 13th - July 19th 

Monday   

Tuesday   

Wednesday   

Thursday 6:30pm Learning Center Board 

Friday   

Saturday   

Sunday 
 

  

Pastor 

                                                       

Charis 

Weathers 
Email: pastor@arlingtonwachurch.org 

Cell Phone: (360) 707-8900 

Office  

Assistant 

Tammy 

DeWard 

Email:  office@arlingtonwachurch.org  

Cell Phone (360) 631-8037 
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