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Our purpose: Celebrate, cultivate and share God’s love. 

 

Biannual Congregational Meeting and Vote: 
Our plan is to present  budget and constitutional information in a 
question-and-answer on-line Zoom meeting, open to all          
congregants.  If you have never done a Zoom meeting, we will 
send instructions. Please see page 7 for more information        
regarding the Biannual Congregational Meeting. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
I want to say thank you so much to the      
Mission Circle for making such beautiful 
quilts for us seniors! I have been doing hair 
since my elementary school days, 
so my plan after graduation is to attend  
beauty school in Seattle this fall.  
 
Karli Fitzhugh 
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Pastor Charis Weathers 
 

Hello to the good people of Our Saviour's Lutheran Church!  My name is 
Charis Weathers.  I so look forward to getting to know everyone in this     
congregation! It might take a bit of extra effort since we cannot yet gather in 
groups, but the effort will be well worth it.  
  

I grew up in the military, but I think my Oregonian-born parents imprinted the 
Pacific Northwest on me because this region is where I’ve always felt most at home. After my first  
graduate program I worked full-time in college ministry for several years before heading to seminary in 
Vancouver, BC. Because of my family’s faithful attendance at military chapel, I was simply “Protestant” 
and needed to choose a denomination in seminary. In 2005 I was ordained at First Baptist Church in  
Bellingham, and then I entered a one-year hospital chaplain residency at Swedish Hospital in Seattle to 
receive extensive hands-on experience in pastoral care. In 2006-2009 I was a pastor in a traditional 
church in Vancouver, BC; the last year of which I served as interim lead pastor. Upon returning to 
Washington I joyfully “discovered” the ELCA. This synod welcomed me very, very warmly, and the 
transfer of my pastoral credentials to become an ELCA Minister of Word and Sacrament was             
grace-filled and smooth. 
 

Six years ago I had the honor to start an ECLA mission development, Echoes, in Bellingham. Echoes is a 
unique church. Much of the mission of Echoes is to create a safe community space for those who want to 
follow Jesus, but who have not found connection in so-called traditional church. We are trying new and 
innovative initiatives in terms of what church can do and be. In this work I have enjoyed the privilege of 
being a pastor in and to Bellingham, creating relationships with clergy, non-profits, and all sorts of       
persons. The enthusiastic support that Echoes has received from the synod and from ELCA Churchwide 
has been humbling. 
 

In the past decade I’ve had the privilege to be bi-vocational, but my heart has been moving in the         
direction of more full-time pastoral ministry. Transitional pastoral ministry is work for which I have 
skill, passion, and education. Such good work can be accomplished during pastoral transition times!  
 

If you'd like to see me at work in person, I read the Epistle in the NW Synod Easter Service this year, 
starting at minute 11:35.  I also gave a TEDx Talk at WWU which might be helpful to get an idea of my 
personality and speaking style.  
Link to Easter service   
Link to TEDx Talk 
Link to echoesbellingham.org 
 

Some of my interests lie in outdoor recreation (especially hiking and backpacking), travel, and learning 
of all kinds. I live in Fairhaven, and am so glad to be firmly planted in this area. My partner’s name is      
Deborah, and my cat is Daisy; we have many adventures together. 
  
Hopefully that is a decent introductory snapshot of who I am. Every individual is certainly complex! In 
general, people describe me as thoughtful, caring, and thorough. 
  
I pray that Our Saviour’s in Arlington is experiencing the grace of God during these challenging times. I 
pray that you have been able to avoid the coronavirus, and have still maintained community while social/
physical distancing. And I pray for this time of transition, too, that God moves surely and significantly 
amongst this congregation, and that our work together will be enjoyable, productive, and open to the    
Spirit.  
 

Peace and grace, 
Pastor Charis 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TO1kCzF2KtE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uca80JsEmag
http://echoesbellingham.org/
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North Snohomish County Outreach (NSCO) Laundry Project - June 9th the team of Sharon Billdt, 
Deb Isler, Beth & Greg Husted and Merilyn McClure are providing Grab-and-Go Dinners for the      
Laundry Project. The constraints of Covid-19 have consolidated the project to the "Suds and Duds" in 
Smokey Point. This month members of the team will create 8 sack meals each and deliver them to the 
laundry. The Laundry Dinner Volunteers continue to faithfully provide meals on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month. These will be Grab and Go until we are able to serve in person. The volunteers have been          
creative and flexible in their menu contributions. Our Saviour's members continue to be a blessing in our 
community. 

Arlington Community Resource Center 

18308 Smokey Point Blvd 
Monday – Thursday 9am – 4pm 

   (360)322-6988 
 

Volunteers of America's Arlington Community Resource Center is a place where people can find hope in difficult  
situations. Whatever the struggle, ACRC is here to help. 
The ACRC helps struggling families with paying rent, utilities, emergency food, employment applications,               
unemployment applications, housing applications and resource navigation, as well as connecting and helping to     
navigate the government programs.    
 
Every client who is hungry and comes into ACRC is offered a hot meal, given an emergency food bag and              
information with dates and times of the Arlington Food Bank. Some clients come in for this assistance, many come in 
for other reasons as well. ACRC staff help clients create resumes, search for jobs, and apply for affordable housing. 
Staff connect clients with resources to find or keep housing, cover utility bills, and assist with other financial issues. 
Through donations, ACRC is also able to offer diapers, wipes toiletries, such as soap and toothpaste, feminine hygiene 
products, and a small assortment of shoes and jackets.  
 
Our Impact 
 
March 2020                                     April 2020                              May 2020 
New Clients - 83                              New Clients – 119                 New Clients – 126                
Returning Clients - 127                  Returning Clients – 189       Returning Clients – 157 
Total Served - 210                          Total Served - 308                 Total Served – 283 
 
Phone Calls Fielded 
 
March – 357 phone calls                   April – 535 phone calls           May – 508 phone calls   
 
The ACRC works to create partnerships with organizations and individuals throughout Snohomish County to help   
create an action plan to move clients forward. For example, the Embedded social worker program regularly connects 
with ACRC staff to find ways to provide wraparound services for people ready to address sobriety issues or other 
challenges. We also connect and collaborate with Saint Vincent DePaul (Marysville) and Salvation Army (Marysville) 
to ensure clients can move forward and are not just stuck in the cycle. This creates a hand up model not a handout 
model. 
 
Donations are key in continuing to provide support. Donations can be mailed or dropped off at 18308 Smokey Point 
Blvd. Arlington WA 98223 Attn – ACRC. If you would like to help, here are a few ideas:   
 
Monetary donations towards our emergency flex funds, this will allow us to continue to help those struggling to pay 
their rent and bills, diapers and wipes, nonperishable foods, frozen burritos, corndogs, 
cases of water, coffee pods, hygiene items, new shoes (all sizes) and socks. Forever Grateful!  
 
 

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much” 
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Graduate Recognition - On Thursday, May 
21st we celebrated our graduating 2020 high 
school seniors outside of the front doors of 
Our Saviour’s.  Mission Circle  presented 
quilts to  Ellie Erken, Hannah Ivyanna Ewing, 
Karli Fitzhugh and Alec Villa. Children from 
our  Childcare were outside waving signs and 
cheering for the graduates. Congratulations 
and God’s blessings! 

Hannah Ivyanna Ewing 

Ellie Erken 

Alec Villa 

Karli Fitzhugh 

Bev Curtis and children from 
 childcare 
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CHILDCARE NEWS             

by Patti Horning, Program Supervisor  
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Preschool News 
by Jennifer Ess, Director/Teacher  

 

What a strange ending to an interesting school year!  Normally we celebrate the end of the school year 

with performances and parties by the 3 and 2 day classes.  Students perform songs and poems for their 

families and each child receives a certificate for completing the year.  This time, we will be passing out 

the certificates in a drive by parade.  It is not the same, but will give the teachers and students a chance to 
see one another and say goodbye for the summer.  Art and materials will also be passed back to the    

children at this time.  We wish the best for those children starting Kindergarten in the fall!  We are   

looking forward to seeing familiar and some new faces here at preschool in the fall as well.   

We also should have celebrated Jan’s retirement from the preschool.  She has been our faithful volunteer 

for the past 7 years!  She has given her time, talent, and most importantly, love to so many children over 

the years.  We will miss having her by our sides in the classroom.  She is ALWAYS welcome back at 

any time.  Thank you for ALL you have done for so many children Jan.  We love you!  

The preschool is hiring!!  We are looking for people to fill several open positions starting this fall.  We 

are looking for someone to be a long term sub as well as a teaching assistant.  A background in            

education, or working with children is preferred.  If you or someone you know is interested email the 
preschool (preschool@arlingtonwachurch.org) or church office (office@arlingtonwachurch.org) for 

more information.   

Thank you all for the continued thoughts and prayers.  We are so blessed to be part of such a loving 
church community.    

CHILDCARE NEWS             

by Patti Horning, Program Supervisor  

Childcare News             
by Melissa Hackworth, Program Supervisor  

  
 
The Childcare Staff would like to thank Liz and Steve Moore for the delicious lunch they       
provided for Teacher Appreciation Week, Debbie Isler for making masks, Wayne Erickson for 
donating a thermometer and to everyone who has donated funds to the Childcare.  We feel       
beyond blessed and appreciate it so much! Thank you everyone!   
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 Dear Beloveds of Northwest Washington Synod, 
 
By the rivers of Babylon – there we sat down and there we wept when we remembered 
Zion. Psalm 137 
 
When the people were exiled in Babylon, they grieved for what they once had. The     
practices and comfort of what they'd known through worshiping at the temple in            
Jerusalem were not available to them in that foreign land. In that time of exile, they 

were challenged by prophets and re-formed as God’s people. When they returned to Jerusalem, the  
temple they longed to gather in did not exist anymore. Their homes were gone. Much had to be    
rebuilt. 
 
This scripture speaks of our time right now.  
 

Truthfully, we are not going to go back to what we had before. And I am grieving this as I am sure 
you are. The verse from Psalm 137 speaks so clearly to me as we all weep for what was. The     
longing to be with all of you continues and I hope for the day when we can gather bodily again. 
 

But let me also say this: While we long for what was, we also are living now. We are in worship 
now. We are in community now. Yes, it feels different. Yes, it is not the same. But rostered        
ministers are preaching God’s word, people are gathering together, the gospel of Jesus Christ is    
being proclaimed and prayers, singing, community and fellowship have never stopped. As a faithful 
people, we trust that God is with us, even in this time that we are physically separated and we are 
still Holy Community – joined together by Jesus. 
 

As your rostered minister and your leadership teams begin to make plans for re-opening church 
buildings, please keep in mind safety, vulnerable populations, and guidelines issued. I highly       

recommend listening to this online presentation hosted by the ELCA Minneapolis Area Synod in 
which Dr. Michael Osterholm, a Lutheran, an epidemiologist and the Director of the University of 
Minnesota Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy, presented and answered questions 
about COVID-19. You can find the video here. 
 

I also strongly urge congregations and ministry sites to follow the guidelines of the CDC, the state, 
and each local municipality as well as recommendation from the ELCA the synod. (You can find 
links here: www.lutheransnw.org/covid-19 .) When we all follow these guidelines, we all benefit. 
Remember to be in conversation with your insurance provider about their recommendations for the 
use of your facility. Many insurance carriers are refusing to cover churches if they are going against 
state or local recommendations. Please know that the Northwest Washington Synod highly          
recommends following CDC, Washington state, and local guidelines as well as the guidelines set out 
by this synod and the ELCA. 
 

I close this letter with another Psalm. While we hear the despair in Psalm 137 above, we also hear 
the hope in Psalm 121: I lift up my eyes to the hills - from where will my help come? My help 
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  
 

Dear people of God, remember that we are people of faith, trusting in God's grace and providence, 
informed by science, who desire to respect, protect, and care for the most vulnerable among us. 
 

Take care. Be safe. Trust in God. Be community for one another. 
 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
From the June 2020 edition of The Spirit 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/6Z0ucrr-_z43TtDG4QSDA_EqW466f6is2yVL-vALmky9U3BQO1DwY7pDYetnC86r_1FTMzLcRO-xQs63?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=ySpB7v1OTeyEXceCxGqgpQ.1589044428670.924dbc2000d23a5b54f2d9b8892364ed&_x_zm_rhtaid=77
file:///C:/Users/SusanBerg/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/7W1Q2FB8/www.lutheransnw.org/covid-19
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Thank you for giving to Our Saviour’s! 

Worship Attendance for  
May 2020 

 

Church worship services 
cancelled due to Covid-
19 and Stay Home, Stay 
Healthy orders. Sunday 

Home Worship 
 Resources emailed 

weekly and available on 
OSLC website 

Month Actual Giving Budget 
Goal 

Difference Actual 
Expenses 

April $28,885 $20,683 +$8,202. $19,073 

Y.T.D.  
(July-Apr.) 

$213,760 $206,832 +$6,928 $207,599 

The  budget year runs from July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020 

Minutes of the monthly Church Council 
meeting and the Financial Report Summary 
are posted on the office bulletin board for 
all to read. 

Notes from your Church Council 
 

Biannual Congregational Meeting and Vote: 
 
Dear friends, 
This is to notify you of plans for the June Biannual Congregational Meeting.  Our meeting, 

presentation of information and ballot procedures will look different this year, due to corona virus safety 
considerations as outlined by the governor and the Synod Bishop.  Please understand dates and proce-
dures may change despite our best plans.  We will do our best to keep you informed.  It is our intent and 
our church constitutional requirement to have voting completed by the end of June, prior to the start of 
Our Saviour’s fiscal year on July 1. 

There are two ballot items that require attention.  One addresses approval of the 2020-21 budget.  
The other addresses approval of wording changes to our  Constitution and By-Laws according to NW 
Washington Synod recommendations.  The process of getting information to as many folks as possible 
as well as voting will not be easy, but we will try and ask that you forgive us for the cumbersome       
procedures.  Please note according to Synod rules and our constitution, ballots cannot be mailed. 

Our plan now is to present budget and constitutional information in a question-and-answer        
on-line Zoom meeting, open to all congregants.  If you have never done a Zoom meeting, we will send 
instructions.  You will need access to the Internet via a computer, tablet or smart phone.  Additionally, a 
summary of the budget will be mailed or emailed to the voting membership and printed materials will be 
available for review in the church narthex.  In-person voting will be open during Tammy DeWard’s   
office hours from 9:00 AM to 2:00PM, Tuesday through Thursday, June 16-18, and again Monday 
through Thursday, June 22-25.  Ballots and a ballot box will be available in the church narthex during 
those dates and times.  Again, voting must be done in-person at the church. 

More details about the Zoom meeting and voting will be forthcoming.  Thank you for your faith, 
support, and patience. 

 
Wayne Erickson, docfarfar@gmail.com, 360-380-7178, Council President 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      
 

   

 
 

1 
   

2 3 
 

4 5 
 

6 
 

7 8 
 

9 10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 15 
Biannual  
Congregation 
Zoom Meeting 
Time-TBD 

16 
 
Voting open 
9:00am- 
2:00pm 

17 
 
Voting open 
9:00am- 
2:00pm 

18 
Voting open 
9:00am-2:00pm 
 
7:00pm Learning 
Center Board Mtg 
via Zoom 

19 
 

20 
 

21  Father’s Day 22 
 
Voting open 
9:00am-2:00pm 
 
6:30pm Church 
Council  
Meeting via 
Zoom 

23 
 
Voting open 
9:00am- 
2:00pm 

24 
 
Voting open 
9:00am- 
2:00pm 

25 
 
Voting open 
9:00am- 
2:00pm 

26 
 

27 

28 29 30     
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“ Happy Birthday to you …” 
2    Mark Lilgreen, Jr. 
3    Rolland Stewart 
4    Jim Yonker 
8    Elaine Orlando 
9    Gerald Magelssen    
11 Steve Barker 
12 Bob (Max) Maxwell 
16  Carl Larson 
16  Allen Larson 
19  Ernie Chamberlin 
25  Maurice Thomas 
26  Barbara Chamberlin         
28  Diana Breon      29  Robert Jacobson     
28  Judy Phillips      29  Merilyn McClure    
29 Elijah Davenport               30  Jesse Stewart 
 
 

“Happy Anniversary!”  
2    Lyle & Laura Kellogg 
6 John & Sharon Billdt 
11  Clarence & Shirley Fulfs 
19  Mark & Cindy Lilgreen 
25 Greg & Beth Husted 
28  Burke & Judy Phillips  
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