
Our Purpose: Celebrate, cultivate and share God’s love. 

Our Values: Welcoming, Compassion, Serving, Respect. 

Announcements  
WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY: We will be offering worship via livestream on Facebook again this week! On    
Sunday at 10:30am tune in to https://www.facebook.com/oursavioursarlington. 

If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can also watch the livestream on YouTube at                                      
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkurr6FCzoyHjmcdQmHOlqw?  

You can comment, add prayers, and pass the peace, on either Facebook or YouTube if you’re logged in. Like last 
week we will be celebrating communion, so be ready with some form of bread and some form of juice/wine. It is 
good to be together in this way, even though it really isn’t what we’d prefer.  

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING ADVENT GATHERINGS ON ZOOM: Each Wednesday night in Advent Our 
Saviour’s will join together on Zoom to listen to and sing with Holden Evening Prayer. We’ll also have a brief 
time to talk with one another, discussing Advent themes and texts. Holden Evening Prayer with the voices of    
Laurie, Steve, and Jen Ess, will be recorded so we can sing along with better sound. So mark off 7pm each 
Wednesday evening in Advent, Dec.  9, 16, 23, and join us for a time of meditation and fellowship.  

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/3515357565?pwd=SllJUUZhcHNZM1hvT3Boak5mQjlaQT09 

 

Transition Team Update: Thank you so much for the great response to our first survey! It’s crucial to have input 
from as many as possible within the congregation. We hope that you will also complete SURVEY #2, which    
focuses on both the TASKS that we’d like the new pastor to do, as well the SKILLS that we’d like this person to 
have. Please complete the survey (either online or by mailed-in paper copy) and submit by Monday, Dec. 21st. 
The LINK FOR THE SURVEY: https://tinyurl.com/yyjuoxzs 

 

THANKSGIVING/CHRISTMAS BASKETS: Thank you to everyone who donated money for this cause. I was 
initially able to get each family a $100 gift card from Safeway for their Thanksgiving meal from the donations 
sent to my home and then I received an additional $25 gift card for each family. So Thanksgiving is taken care of. 
I also received a large check from the donations everyone made through church which is a great head start in    
buying gifts for the children and, hopefully, another $100 gift card for a Christmas meal. I have added another 
family for a Safeway gift card. I don't get a list of who made their donations through the church so I can't            
personally thank each one of you but please be aware that I am extremely appreciative. This year we are supplying 
gifts and Christmas stockings for 19 children. Wow!  

If you have not had a chance to send a donation it is not too late. As before, you can either send a donation directly 
to me at 25519 Ebey Mountain Road, Arlington, Wa, 98223 or through the church. In addition, I will be working 
over the Thanksgiving weekend (with help from my daughters) to create an Amazon wish list of the remaining 
items I still need. The link for the Amazon wish list is below and also on OSLC's Facebook page and OSLC     
website.  

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/8M92ZFJWS291?ref_=wl_share 

 

Once again, thank you to everyone who has donated - we are going to make Christmas special for so many      
children and their parents.- Ellen Winter 
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Announcements Continued  

ADVENT BAGS FOR EACH CHURCH HOUSEHOLD:  This year we are providing a bag 
of Advent goodness for each church household! It will contain sweet treats, candles, and a guide 
for reflecting upon this    season. They are available to pick up at the church office. If you are 
unable to come into the church, or would   rather not, call us so that we can arrange contact-less 
pickup or delivery. Many thanks to the worship committee who has been working on getting this 
together! 

 

Outreach To The Vulnerable Team:   How can we help with those who need shelter, warmth 
and food? By providing food items such as canned meat, peanut butter, energy bars, or other                            
non-perishable items that take little or no preparation. As winter approaches warm clothing will 
be needed. You can drop off these items at church from 9am to 2pm Monday to Thursday and I 
will take them to the Arlington Community Resource Center. For questions or more suggestions 
on how you can help please call me: Bob Zerbel  (425) 239-1785.  Thank you.   

 

Our Saviour’s gives $125.00 per month to support the work of the Arlington Food Bank, which 
will provide Thanksgiving & Christmas baskets for the hungry. This is made possible because of 
your giving to Our Saviour’s. Thank you! 

 

North Snohomish County Outreach (NSCO) Laundry Project - There will be no laundry 
Project the month of December. With the current Covid Restrictions, they are unable to operate 
the program safely. They will let us know when we are able to begin again. 

 

Meal Provision: The North Snohomish County Outreach team has asked if OSLC can provide 
some meals for the cold weather shelter. Ellyn Erickson is coordinating volunteers. Being a   
volunteer only requires having provisions on hand to be able to quickly provide a hot dinner and 
cold breakfast to 10 people. Please contact Ellyn for more details and to get on the volunteer list 
for this important  service to our community.  

 

Holiday Shopping can change lives.  Each year, Americans spend over $300 billion on   
Christmas shopping. Imagine what would happen if we could redirect some of that spending  
toward things that really matter, like putting an end to hunger.  As Christmas nears, ELCA 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) Good Gifts can be a useful tool for your holiday 
shopping.  With ELCA Good Gifts you can choose from more than 50 charitable gifts to give in 
honor of friends and loved ones – from chickens and goats to water wells, school uniforms to 
food for refugees.  Each gift has the ability to make a life-changing difference in the lives of 
people around the world and each gift comes with a free card for you to share the news. Pick up 
an ELCA Good Gifts catalog from the entryway and begin your shopping! Or you can go the 
website: www.goodgifts.elca.org 
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Announcements Continued  

GIVING ENVELOPES: for 2021 are available to pick up anytime.  They are located on the 
back wall by the Keurig coffee machine.   

 

Remember to support Our Saviour’s as, even though we are not able to gather, all the usual 
expenses of our church continue each week.  Please mail your check to the church or stop by 
when someone is in the office.  Another option is to sign up for Simply Giving, which is an    
automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and consistently contribute to Our 
Saviour’s. If you would like more information, please contact the church office. Thank you for 
your giving! 

 

Elaine Lilgreen is excited to welcome another Great-Grandson, Carson, and another                
Great-great-Grandson, Cadence. Congratulations to all her family! 

 

CPAP Machine:  Jerry Magelssen has a slightly used CPAP machine that he is looking to      

donate. Please contact Jerry at (360)435-2881 if you are interested. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to 
serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lighting of the second Advent candle  
Reader :  

Reader:  
 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11  
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is 
over. The Lord will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for his sheep. This 
word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of the Lord. 

 1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
  and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 
 3A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
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First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 Continued 
 

6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” 
 10See, the Lord God comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  

Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13) 

 1You have been gracious to your | land, O Lord; 
  you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob. 
 2You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people 
  and blotted out | all their sins. 
 8I will listen to what the Lord| God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 
 9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land. R 
 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 12The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R 
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Second Reading:   2 Peter 3:8-15a  
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially     
concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to 
anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God. 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of      
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be 
disclosed. 
  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in 
leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with 
fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness is at home. 
 
  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, 
without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 
 

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8  
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the          
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of            
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate    
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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Pastor Charis’ Message 

  

On my drives to and from the church this past week I’ve been listening to Barbara Brown Taylor’s 
book, Learning to Walk in the Dark. This is a great read for the darkness of Advent! In the book 
she discusses how important and valuable the dark is, and yet most people tend to view “dark” as 
negative.  

  

People seek “enlightenment,” she says, but push away the dark, both metaphorically and literally. 
Darkness is, “shorthand for anything that scares me—that I want no part of—either because I am 
sure that I do not have the resources to survive it or because I do not want to find out.” She sug-
gests that she would choose to eliminate everything painful or scary in her life and in the lives of 
those she loves. 

“At least I think I would,” she writes. “The problem is this: when, despite all my best efforts, the 
lights have gone off in my life . . . plunging me into the kind of darkness that turns my knees to 
water, nonetheless I have not died. The monsters have not dragged me out of bed and taken me 
back to their lair . . . Instead, I have learned things in the dark that I could never have learned in 
the light, things that have saved my life over and over again, so that there is really only one logical 
conclusion. I need darkness as much as I need light…[W]hen we run from darkness, how much do 
we really know about what we are running from? If we turn away from darkness on principle,    
doing everything we can to avoid it because there is simply no telling what it contains, isn't there a 
chance that what we are running from is God? 

  

As I consider the painful and difficult times in my life in which I have learned the most, gained a 
strength I did not have before, and provided me with wisdom for the days ahead, I end up being 
thankful for the darkness.  

  

The Christian tradition of the “via negativa” is the way of finding God in darkness. When you strip 
away all the light, all words, all understanding of language, the only thing remaining is…God.  

  

Maybe this season we can wonder, even a little, about the benefits of darkness. As Christians we 
long for the light, and yet God is present in all things, even in the dark. What might God have for 
us this Advent, in this season of short days, and an ongoing pandemic? 

  

What indeed. 

  

Peace, 

Pastor Charis 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and comfort for all 
God’s people. 

A brief silence. 

We long to see your glory. Prepare our hearts for your arrival by healing divisions in your church 
and blessing those who work for reconciliation within it. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for your creation. Bring renewal to open spaces, parks, forests, mountains, and grass-
lands. Restore the creatures and lands that are damaged or destroyed. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We long for your peace. Make places of welcome for people fleeing violence. For nations facing 
conflict or crisis, deliver relief. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We seek healing for all people who long for justice, freedom, and comfort. Sustain them in their 
time of need. Be with all who wait for you, who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lord, 
in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for those who are ready to help in times of crisis. Give courage to disaster and 
emergency response teams, police officers, nurses, doctors, surgeons, chaplains, and all who 
work for the sake of others. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We are your beloved flock and you are our shepherd, O God. Along with the saints already at rest 
in you, bring us together as your people under your holy rule. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and who is to 
come, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
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Prayers of Concern and Thanks 
God of Resurrection you are our source of life and hope.  We give thanks for your gifts of 
love and life;  inspire us to be your hands and voice in your world; grant us courage to joyfully 
share your Good News. We pray for our world, nation, and local communities.  We hold in 
prayer those who have  contracted the COVID-19 virus, and the families of those who have died. 
We pray for medical workers, care providers, and first responders. We lift up those who feel  
anxious and worried.  
 

Adult caregivers caring for loved ones 
Anna Boortz - undergoing treatment for breast cancer (friend of Robin Barker) 
Bob Campbell - left foot still needs to heal, still non weight bearing 
Corrine Christie - health challenges 
Debbie Wold -  continuing immunotherapy treatments for liver and kidney cancer but her last scans 
showed she is cancer free at this time.  Praise God! (friend of Robin Barker) 
Dennis Heaton - complications from kidney issues, prayers for healing 
Emery Rohde - lung cancer, on Hospice 
Faith Breon - continued health and freedom from pain (daughter-in-law of Laurie Breon) 
Frank Gonzales - prayers for vision in left eye to return, optical retinal vein occlusion 
Glenn Zachery -  recovery from fall, broken bone in neck (friend of Ken & Arlene Casperson)  
Gretchen Forsman - recovering from surgery and doing better. (daughter-in-law of Toni Forsman) 
Heather Meyrick - injured leg, multiple tears in muscles (daughter-in-law of Tammy & Vance 
DeWard) 
Jessica Knoepfle - diagnosed with a rare form of sarcoma (cancer) (daughter-in-law of Sharon & 
Howard Knoepfle) 
Larry Campbell - prayers for ongoing health issues (friend of Arlene & Ken Casperson)  
Leslie Faxon - Intravenous Chemo stopped working and is now taking an oral chemo to maintain 
current levels (friend of Ruth Gonzales) 
Livingston Family - prayers for difficult family decisions that need to be made 
Margaret Larson - health challenges 
Mike Tjoeker - new chemo bringing temporary remission. Appreciates our prayers. (nephew of Lyle 
& Laura Kellogg) 
Millie Winter - broken hip (mother-in-law of Ellen Winter) 
Patti Vincent - liver cancer, tumors are shrinking, continued prayers please (Liz & Steve Moore 
son’s mother-in-law) 
Paul Brower - stage IV pancreatic cancer, which has gone to his liver, spine and possibly his ribs  
(friend of Beth & Greg Husted)  
Rich Riley - on hospice (brother-in-law of Bev Curtis, Childcare Director) 
Rob Pattermann - holding his own, on a modified life style (friend of Bob & Vickie Campbell) 
Robert, Jessie and unborn Emma (due in April) Campbell – Robert has been directly exposed to 
COVID-19 at work and is now following a quarantine and testing protocol.  Prayers for the three of 
them to stay strong and healthy!  (Son, daughter-in-law &                 
granddaughter of Bob & Vickie Campbell) 
Sue Andersson - improvement in hearing, still a ways to go, please keep 
praying.  Thank you everyone for prayers!  
Toddler Eli - battling terminal illness, waiting to start a medical trial for 
Alexander’s disease (grandmother is friend of Ruth Gonzales) 
Virgina Muniz - is in the healing process and learning a new lifestyle 
(friend of Amy Williams) 
Those serving in uniform. 
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Our Saviour’s  
Office Hours 

 
Monday-Thursday 
9:00am - 2:30pm 

 
Friday  

by appointment 

Ministers: All the baptized. We live out our 
ministry in our daily lives and in the Church. 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church Childcare and                            

Preschool  

615 E Highland Drive                       

Arlington, WA  98223                       

360-435-8921   

www.arlingtonwachurch.org  

This Week at Our Saviour’s  
 December 7th - December 13th 

Monday   

Tuesday   

Wednesday 7:00pm Holden Evening Prayer via Zoom 

Thursday   

Friday   

Saturday   

Sunday 
 

 Third Sunday of Advent 

Pastor 

                                                       

Charis 

Weathers 
Email: pastor@arlingtonwachurch.org 

Cell Phone: (360) 707-8900 

Office  

Assistant 

Tammy 

DeWard 

Email:  office@arlingtonwachurch.org  

Cell Phone (360) 631-8037 
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