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ANIMAL BLESSING: Oct 4th is 
World Animal Day! This day is     
recognized every Oct 4th because it is 
also the Feast of St Francis, who was 
the patron saint of animals. After 
online church, we will have an animal 
blessing via Zoom! Bring your animal 
companions to your screen so we can 
see them, and offer a blessing. Our 

Zoom account link is: https://zoom.us/j/3515357565?
pwd=SllJUUZhcHNZM1hvT3Boak5mQjlaQT09 

“Lunch Bunch” small group. The “Lunch 
Bunch” is open to all adults. The purpose 
of this group is for members of Our       
Saviour’s to meet in a fun and relaxed    
setting to get to know others. If you are   
interested in joining in on a virtual 
“Lunch” via Zoom, please contact Brad 

Rambat  (360) 202-4895 or the church office. 
 

Pumpkin Carving Contest  
We will be having our Annual Pumpkin 
Carving Contest, but a bit different this 
year. Carve and decorate your pumpkin 
at home and send a picture to the office 
at office@arlingtonwachurch.org by 
October 26th. Please let us know the 
name and age of decorator if under 16 

years old. Prizes will be awarded, and each child will be  
getting a goodie bag (which can be picked up at the church 
or arrangements made). All pictures and winners will be       
featured in November’s Messenger. Let’s have some fun! 
For questions, please contact Ellen Winter (360)435-8463 or 
the church office (360)435-8921. 
 
Childcare Job Opening: The Childcare Center is looking 
for an on-call custodian/substitute teacher. Experience     
preferred. Requirements: At least 18 years of age, high 
school diploma or GED, STARS Training, current DCYF 
background check (or willing to obtain). Current hours of 
operation are M-F 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. This is an on call, part 
time position. If interested, please email us your resume 
along with a phone number to contact you. Email to:      
childcare.arlingtonwachurch@gmail.com or                    
childcare@arlingtonwachurch.org. 

October 2020 

Our Values  
 

 Welcoming 

 Compassion 

 Serving 

 Respect 

https://zoom.us/j/3515357565?pwd=SllJUUZhcHNZM1hvT3Boak5mQjlaQT09
https://zoom.us/j/3515357565?pwd=SllJUUZhcHNZM1hvT3Boak5mQjlaQT09
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From the Pastor  

October, 2020 
  

Dear Church, 
  

The weather is changing. It’s getting cooler, the nights are getting longer,  
summer harvests have ended. For some this is a welcome time of retreat,     
recharging, finding quiet, and practicing reflection. For others, maybe          
especially for those families with children who are navigating school in a   

pandemic, things just feel like are going to get harder. Again.  
  
I can feel it. Can you feel it, too?  
  
This feeling of rising tension is probably compounded by the heightened tension of our nations’    
politics. If the ongoing pandemic wasn’t enough, the political divisions in this country are turning 
people against each other, and racial injustice continues to be life-threatening for many. The         
pandemic has very pointedly affected low income and racial minorities in far greater numbers, with 
far-reaching effects. Well paying jobs are hard to come by, we don’t know when the economy can 
recover from our needed isolations. Memorial services have been indefinitely postponed, and we are 
cut off from loved ones who need our visits.  
  
Bleak is a good word for our current situation. 
  
Bleak has also been a good word for current situations across time and place. In Jesus’ day the       
Romans occupied Israel and money was scarce, punishment was swift, and if you had a disease you 
were outcast. During plagues whole countries and continents could have more dead than they could 
bury, and no one knew if there would be any survivors. Natural disasters have wiped out thousands at 
a time, leaving behind ruins. In current day we have more refugees than ever, people without a home 
and nowhere to go.   
  
Bleak might be a good work for this writing piece! 
  
And yet….people continue to grow. People continue to rely upon one another. People continue to 
call out for justice and compassion.  
  
The God of our current woes is the God of every woe throughout history. Even if a person doesn’t 
know the name of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God is still aware of every suffering, every 
injustice, every need. God remains true to God’s nature of compassion, concern, justice, and love. 
We aren’t in isolation, even as our longing for more human interaction remains strong.  
  
People of God, look for ways to embody Jesus. “God has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And 
what does God require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God” (Micah 6:8). It might feel like an extra challenge these days, but that’s what it always feels like 
when it’s extra needed.  
  
And, as always, reach out to the church office if you’re needing some support, in any way. 
  

Peace and grace, 
Charis Weathers 
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Phoebe Circle is a bible study group for women. This month’s study will be Gather      
Magazine the bible study is titled Holy Time: Recognizing the now. Scriptures will be        
focused in the October  in Mark, Luke and 2 Corinthians.  Everyone is welcome We can 
share a copy of Gather magazine if you don’t  have a copy. We currently are meeting online. 
Please  contact Sally Shinstrom at (360) 435-9392 for more information.  
 

Mission Circle Information. The Women’s Mission Circle originated in 1950.  Their                         
correspondence and contributions were directed to those abroad and the local communities.  In 
1975 we began making quilts, layettes, health and school kits.  Our focus today continues on 
making quilts, baby-care kits and school kits which are shipped twice a year, world-wide 
through Lutheran World Relief, to help those living in poverty.  We  also continue to send    
financial contributions to    local missionaries. This fall 40 Quilts and 224 Baby Care kits will 
be shipped. This fall the Mission Circle did not collect for school kits.  

 
However: We need someone to haul our kits and quilts to Seattle on October 22nd-25th in a covered        
trailer.  If you are interested contact Donna DeWard at (360)435-4350, (360)320-0191 or                        
donnadeward@gmail.com.  

 
Save the Date! Lutherwood’s Virtual Auction - Saturday, November 14th 
4:00pm - 5:30pm. This years auction will be held virtually. Although we will 
not be gathering in person, we’re still planning an evening of fellowship, fun 
and fundraising! Sign up or donate at www.camplutherwood.org.  
 
Please help us collect donations! We are looking for Quilts, Items, Cabin  

rentals, trips, dinners, baskets, and outings, etc. Please email adventure@campluthterwood.org or call our 
office at (360)734-7652 to arrange pick up or drop off! 
 
Monthly gift to Camp Lutherwood ministry.  As part of our concern for others in the Arlington       
community, and the larger world, Our Saviour’s congregation approved in our annual budget the giving of 
$125.00/month to support Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center.  “Lutherwood is in  partnership with 
Western Washington Lutheran congregations. Lutherwood Camp and Retreat  Center is a year-round  
outdoor ministry renewing all in the Holy Spirit through education, adventure, service and prayer.”      
Lutherwood is located near Bellingham on Lake Samish.  For more  information, please see the              
Lutherwood website at: www.camplutherwood.org. 
 

A Note from your Treasurer 
Members of OSLC Congregation, My name is Kari Reyes and I'm your friendly Congregational    
Treasurer. During this unprecedented time you may or may not have seen much of me, but be sure I have 
been into the Church in order to continue my duties as your Treasurer. If any of you have any questions or 
concerns about the finances for the Church, Childcare and or Preschool please do not hesitate to contact 
me via email at karireyesnotes@gmail.com.  If any of you want to see a copy of the financial statements, 
there is a copy in the office as well as a copy in the Finance office.  I have been asked by the Council to 
provide the congregation a mid-month financial status similar to what you read in the monthly newsletter. 
Also, I'm researching options to provide to the Finance Committee and then on to the Church Council for 
approval on other ways to give your offerings such as via a text message.  Your continued offerings have 
been greatly appreciated and have kept the Church up and running as normal as possible. Thank you and I 
pray all of you and your families stay healthy and I look forward to when we can worship in person again. 
 
Blessings,    Kari Reyes, OSLC Treasurer  

mailto:donnadeward@gmail.com
http://www.camplutherwood.org
mailto:karireyesnotes@gmail.com
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Blessing of Animals 

This time of year, people in various places may notice    
something odd. A    procession of animals, everything from 
dogs and cats to hamsters and even horses, is led to churches 
for a special ceremony called the Blessing of Pets. This     
custom is conducted in remembrance of Saint Francis of      
Assisi’s love for all creatures. 

Francis, whose feast day is October 4th, loved the larks flying 
about his hilltop town. He and his early brothers, staying in a 

small hovel, allowed themselves to be displaced by a donkey. 

Francis wrote a Canticle of the Creatures, an ode to God’s living things. “All praise to you, Oh Lord, for all these   
brother and sister creatures.” And there was testimony in the cause for Saint Clare of Assisi’s canonization that referred 
to her little cat! 

That there are today over 62 million cats in the U.S. attests to the continuing affection we have for our furry, feathered 
or finned friends. We’ve even had a cat called Socks in the White House. Other popular presidential pets range from 
Abraham Lincoln’s Fido to Lyndon Johnson’s beagles, named Him and Her. 

For single householders, a pet can be a true companion. Many people arrive home from work to find a furry friend  
overjoyed at their return. Many a senior has a lap filled with a purring fellow creature. 

The bond between person and pet is like no other relationship, because the communication between fellow creatures is 
at its most basic. Eye-to-eye, a man and his dog, or a woman and her cat, are two creatures of love. 

At Franciscan churches, a friar with brown robe and white cord often welcomes each animal with a special prayer. The 
Blessing of Pets usually goes like this: 

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and animals 
on the land. You inspired Saint Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to bless this pet. By the   
power of your love, enable it to live according to your plan. May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation. 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.” 

As the prayer is offered, the pet is gently sprinkled with holy water. Believe it or not, most pets receive this sacramental 
spritz with dignity, though I must admit I have seen some cats flatten their ears a bit as the drops of water lightly pelt 
them. 

But the owner is happy, and who knows what spiritual benefits may result? 

Usually the Blessing of Pets is held outdoors. But I remember it rained one year, and all were invited inside St.           
Stephen’s Church in Manhattan. It was quite a sight to see pairs of creatures—one human, one animal—sitting in the 
pews. The pastor joined right in with his beagle. Noah’s Ark was never like this! 

Some people criticize the amount and cost of care given to pets. People are more important, they say. Care for poor   
people instead of poodles. And certainly our needy fellow humans should not be neglected. 

However, I believe every creature is important. The love we give to a pet, and receive from a pet, can draw us more 
deeply into the larger circle of life, into the wonder of our common relationship to our Creator. 

 

Kevin E. Mackin, OFM, is a Franciscan of the Holy Name Province. 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/celebrating-saint-francis-of-assisi/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/celebrating-saint-francis-of-assisi/
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CHILDCARE NEWS             

by Patti Horning, Program Supervisor  

CHILDCARE NEWS             
by Melissa Hackworth, Program Supervisor  

Fall is here!  We have been enjoying the nice cool air, the leaves and 

all the beautiful colors.  Since there will be no field trips to the 
pumpkin patch this year, we are planning our own!  We will get     

tiny pumpkins and place them out on the playground for the kids to 
pick and then they can decorate them. The kids will get to wear their 

pajamas and have special treats, it should be a fun 
day!  

 PRESCHOOL NEWS     
by Jennifer Ess, Director/Teacher  

  

Some happy news to share on behalf of Anna Lundgren and her husband 
Jordan.  They welcomed a baby girl into their family!  Emmelia Louise 
(Emmylou) was born September 28th.  She is 8 pounds, 14 ounces and 20 
inches long.  Anna and Jordan are doing well, but tired.  We can’t wait to 
meet little miss Emmylou.  Congratulations! 
 

We are in the process of hiring a long term substitute teacher for Anna 
while she is taking care of her little one, as well as a new assistant teacher.  
Interviews will be happening in October and November.  We are looking 
forward to getting our new team members ready to start teaching when we 

reopen in January.  We are taking the next few months to put a plan in place for a safe and         
successful reopening in January.   
 

While we are not able to meet in person, I have been putting together materials and packets for the 
preschool children to work on at home.  The families have been very thankful to receive work for 
their children to do and prepare them for when they are able to come back to preschool.  While it 
isn’t the same, it is a way for us to stay connected during this time.  
 

I, along with the Learning Center Board, want to thank everyone for their continued support and 
prayers.    
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Dear Beloveds of Christ, 
 

There are stories in this world that we will never know. Stories that beg to be told and yet they will 
never be heard because they have been forgotten, covered up, never told or intentionally destroyed. 
 

A few weeks ago, I was floating down the Wenatchee River on an inner tube. It was a beautiful day – 
perfect weather – no sign of humanity anywhere. Rounding a bend, I suddenly saw a strange site: An 
old skinny white man wearing only a loin cloth flying a rainbow-colored kite. This man camping/
living in an old RV on the banks of the Wenatchee, basically naked, long full beard and hair, arms 

outstretched towards the heavens and flying a beautiful multi-colored kite. What story does he have to share? 
 

A few Sundays ago, the New York Times ran a photo essay about hunger in America. The author writes, “In the         
pandemic economy, nearly one in eight households doesn’t have enough to eat. The lockdown, with its epic lines at food 
banks, has revealed what was hidden in plain sight: that the struggle to make food last long enough, and to get food 
that’s healthful — what experts call ‘food insecurity’ — is a persistent one for millions of Americans … Like many 
hardships, this burden falls disproportionately on Black and Hispanic families, who are almost twice as likely to          
experience food insecurity as white families.” (www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/magazine/food-insecurity-
hunger-us.html) Through the photo gallery in this New York Times photo essay, we catch glimpses of the lives of      
Kandice, Brayden, Doris, Armani and many others. What other stories are held in this story? 
 

As I write this article, large swaths of California, Oregon and Washington are on fire. Houses burned to the ground.  
People missing. People killed. Treasured items gone. Lives disrupted and forever changed. What stories are lost in the 
raging fires?  
 

When you read this article, there is a very good chance that over 200,000 people in the United States will have died from 
COVID-19. Over 6 million will have been infected. Common sense measures to mitigate the spread of COVID have 
been politicized. Suicide, depression, hunger, loneliness, domestic violence, joblessness, and other hardships have      
increased in these last six months. What story is no longer possible? 
 

Today I am more and more aware of the stories that have disappeared, been forgotten, or pushed underground. And I am 
ever mindful that as people who follow Jesus, we have the responsibility, the obligation – maybe it is a calling – to listen 
to the stories in the gaps of other stories. And to understand that the biggest voice might not be the place where the story 
is happening. 
 

In Matthew 18, Jesus says, ‘Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their   
angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven.’ A few verses later Jesus says, “It is not the will of your Father 
in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.” 
 

You see, we are the people of the book – we are the people who claim the Holy Story. We are the people who believe 
that the story of God and humanity did not end with the cross but continues in, with and under all of us today. The Holy 
Spirit is alive and active among us. And the Holy Spirit is calling us through the stories we remember, the stories we 
share, the stories we hear, and the stories we notice. 
 

Let us listen to one another’s story. Let us be mindful of the stories that exist on the margins. Let those of us who have 
had big voices quiet ourselves to hear other stories. And let us be mindful that listening to stories is not the end. For 
those of us who are white, let us take to heart these words from Austin Channing Brown, “In too many churches and  
organizations, listening to the hurt and pain of people of color is the end of the road, rather than the beginning.” (From 
I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness) 
 

I would love to hear your story. How are you doing? Where is God working in your life and in the life of the Church? 
Where do you see God? What stories need to be told? What pain needs to be shared? What stories do you want to hear? 
 

May the One - whose story we live in - provide care, comfort, love, and justice for you and for this world.  
Let us live, move, and be in God’s Holy Story. 
 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
From the October 2020 edition of The Spirit 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/magazine/food-insecurity-hunger-us.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/magazine/food-insecurity-hunger-us.html
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Copyright Policy—Newsletter Newsletter  
Permission for clip-art and content purchased from Communication Resources or through 
Newsletter Newsletter publications may be  republished or reproduced for use within your own 
church 

October Worship Readings 

Thank you for giving to Our Saviour’s! Worship Attendance for  
September 2020 

 

    
Church in-person      
worship services       
cancelled due to      

Covid-19 and Stay 
Home, Stay Healthy     

orders. Sunday Home 
Worship 

 Resources emailed 
weekly and available on 

OSLC website 

Month Actual Giving Budget Goal Difference Actual Expenses 

August $14,655.99 $20,381.33 -$5,725.34 $19,107.01 

Y.T.D.  
(July-Aug) 

$29,501.09 $40,7652.66 -$11,261.57 $36,764.53 

The new budget year runs from July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021 

Minutes of the monthly Church 
Council meeting and the Financial 
Report Summary are posted on the 
office bulletin board for all to read. 
You can also request a copy be sent 
to you by email or mail. Contact the 
church office at (360) 435-8921 or 
office@arlingtonwachurch.org 

4 11 18 25 

Isaiah 5:1-7  
The song of the 
vineyard 
 

Psalm 80:7-15  
Look down from 
heaven, O God; 
behold and tend 
this    
vine. (Ps. 80:14, 
15)  
 

Philippians 3:4b-
14  
Nothing surpasses 
the value of   
knowing Christ 
 

Matthew 21:33-46  
The parable of the 
vineyard owner’s 
son    

Isaiah 25:1-9  
The feast of victory 
 
Psalm 23  
You prepare a table 
before me, and my 
cup is running 
over. (Ps. 23:5)  
 
Philippians 4:1-9  
Rejoice in the Lord 
always 
 
Matthew 22:1-14  
The parable of the 
unwelcome guest at 
the wedding feast 

Isaiah 45:1-7  
An earthly ruler as 
the instrument of 
God’s will 
 

Psalm 96:1-9 [10-
13]  
Ascribe to the 
Lord honor and 
power. (Ps. 96:7)  
 

1 Thessalonians 
1:1-10  
Thanksgiving for 
the church at    
Thessalonica 
 

Matthew 22:15-22  
A teaching on     
giving to the        
emperor and to 
God 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 
15-18  
Holiness revealed 
in acts of justice 
 

Psalm 1  
Their delight is in 
the law of the 
Lord. (Ps. 1:2)  
 

1 Thessalonians 
2:1-8  
The apostle’s    
tender care for the 
Thessalonians 
 

Matthew 22:34-46  
Two great        
commandments: 
love for God and 
neighbor 



“ Happy Birthday to you …” 
2 Sammi Lilgreen 
2    Sally Shinstrom  
3 Alec Villa 
4 Ray McClure 
9    Joyce Magelssen 
9 Kathy Thordarson 
10 Debra Kunzman 
12  Jamie Morgan 
14  Elijah Morgan 
14  Laurie Breon 
17 Lowell Stuehrenberg 
18 Ellie Erken 
18  Paula Knight 
21 Byron Scott 
26 Donna Larson 
29  Susan Maxwell 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
 
15   Keith & Kari Reyes 

☺Did we forget you?  If 
your special date is not 
listed here, first, forgive 
us!  Then, call the office 
so that we can update our 
database.  Thanks!    

October 2020 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 
 
6:30 Council 
Meeting via 
Zoom 
 
NSCO Laundry 

14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 Reformation                
        Sunday 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
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