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Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent. 
Our Saviour’s Ash Wednesday online worship   
service will be held on Wednesday, February 17th 
at 7:00pm.via Facebook & YouTube. Ash      
Wednesday begins the season of Lent  (40 day   
period of prayer and renewal in preparation for  
Easter). The ashes are a sign of our sin, frailty and 

total dependence upon God. The ashes also suggest cleansing and        
renewal and point toward Easter and the promise of  healing and 
forgiveness, of light after darkness, and the resurrection beyond the 
tomb.  
 
 
Bi-annual Congregation Meeting: To give ample opportunity to 
review voting issues, answer questions and allow for discussion, a 
Zoom meeting will be held on the evening of February 4th at 7PM.  
Instructions for joining will be sent out that week. The agenda will 
include: question and answer period for the Constitution                 
amendments vote reading of the slate of offices with nominations 
taken from the floor for open positions explanation of voting           
procedures on the two ballot issues brief review of the 2020 Annual 
Congregation Report update on the call process for our new pastor 
 
Prior to the gathering, the proposed slate for elected church          
positions and the Annual Congregation Report will be sent out. You 
have already received information about the Constitution         
amendments that Council recommends for approval.  All documents 
are also at the church for review. As always, all information will be 
sent via US Mail to those without internet access.   
 
Voting on the Constitution amendments and slate of elected church 
positions will be in-person in the church narthex, with the following 
schedule: 
Monday, February 8   9AM – 2PM 
Tuesday, February 9  9AM – 2PM   and   4:30PM – 7:00PM 
Wednesday, February 10  9AM – 2PM 
 
We are happy to accommodate anyone who needs a different time, 
or “curb-side voting,” as long as it happens before 2PM on February 
10th.  Please call the church to arrange this. Results of the election 
will be sent out on Thursday, February 11. 
 
Please adhere to recommended safety precautions while you are at 
the church to vote.  Use of masks is required.  No more than five 
people may be in the narthex at one time and you are asked to  
maintain the minimum six-foot distance from anyone outside your 
family. 
 
Copies of the Annual Congregational report for 2020 are available 
on the entryway table, and by request from the church office. 

Our Values  
 

Welcoming 
Compassion 

Serving 
Respect 

   The    
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Phoebe Circle is a bible study group for  women. We meet 
on  Thursday, February 18th at 10:00am. This month’s  
bible study will be from Gather Magazine. The bible study 
is titled “Journeys with angles” by Christa von Zychlin. 
February’s topic is “Repentance and route-changing       
angels ”.  Everyone is welcome. We can share a copy of 
Gather  magazine if you don’t  have a copy. We currently 
are meeting online via Zoom. Please contact the church 
office at (360) 435-8921 for more  information.  
 
Outreach To The Vulnerable Team: How can we help 
with those who need shelter, warmth and food? By    
providing food items such as canned meat, peanut butter, 
energy bars, or other non-perishable items that take little or 
no preparation. As winter approaches warm clothing will 
be needed. You can drop off these items at church from 
9am to 2pm Monday to Thursday and I will take them to 
the Arlington Community Resource Center. For questions 
or more suggestions on how you can help please call the 
church office (360) 435-8921.  Thank you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North Snohomish County Outreach (NSCO)  Laundry 
Project - OSLC will resume providing "Grab and Go" 
meals for the Laundry Project this month. Ellen Winter, 
Nancy Yonker and Mindy Livingston are preparing the 
meals. The Laundry  Project continues to support many 
people in our community. It allows each  participant to 
wash and dry one large load of  laundry with out cost.    
Access to other social services are also available at 
each location. The North Snohomish County Outreach is 
thankful for the dedicated OSLC volunteers who                         
participate each month.   
 

We have a cadre of volunteers who provide dinners at a 
local Laundromat on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. If 
you are interested in joining our team, or have questions, 
contact the church office at (360) 435-8921.  
 

Cold Weather Shelter Meals: The North Snohomish 
County Outreach team asked if OSLC can provide some 
meals for the cold weather shelter. Ellyn Erickson             
coordinated volunteers to be able to quickly provide a hot 
dinner and cold breakfast. “Each time I deliver food for 
either the laundry project or the Cold Weather Shelter, the 
recipients are so thankful and gracious. We are                 
definitely God's Hands at work here in our community. 
You are a Blessing!” Please contact the church office for 
more details and to get on the volunteer list for this        
important  service to our community.  
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From the Pastor 
This year Easter is in Early April, so Lent starts soon – February 17th. Can it be that soon? Can we endure more 
wilderness wandering that this season encourages? 
 

Of course, it feels like we’ve been in Lent for a whole year, so some might say: what is a few more weeks?  
Others need this pandemic to over NOW. It helps that vaccines are starting to be distributed (even amongst our 
own members – yay!), but we’ve still got a ways to go before things will settle out into a more familiar form of 
worship and communal gatherings.  
 

One of my favorite authors and preachers, Barbara Brown Taylor (BBT), has written a book titled, Learning to 
Walk in the Dark. In it she speaks of the goodness of the darkness, and our tendency to forget what it’s like to 
be in the wilderness, and how the darkness of wilderness can be the very place that we might find God.  
 

She writes that walking in the dark “cannot be rushed, no matter how badly you want to get where you are   
going. Step 1 of learning to walk in the dark is to give up running the show. Next you sign a waiver that allows 
you to bump into some things that may frighten you at first. Finally you ask darkness to teach you what you 
need to know…even when light fades and darkness falls—as it does every single day, in every single life—God 
does not turn the world over to some other deity…darkness is not dark to God; the night is as bright as the 
day.” 
 

This seemingly interminable need for social distancing wears everyone down. Have you noticed more              
irritability? More who are downcast? More who feel lost and unmoored? And those who are out of work, or  
facing the loss of loved ones? 
 

BBT conveys that darkness is as sure a sign of God’s presence as is brightness. It doesn’t feel like it. And we 
don’t want to be in darkness. Yet God is present, God doesn’t run away or hide.  
 

Maybe this can be considered during Lent. That God resides in this never-ending Lent, and in all the feelings 
and loss that surround it. Amen. 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Charis 



 
 
 
 
LENTEN MATERIALS: Our Saviour’s is happy to provide to all church members and/or             
families, a devotional for Lent, some ashes for the Ash Wednesday service, and a Lent reminder 
card. Our devotional this year considers Lent alongside the poetry of Mary Oliver. Be watching 
the mail for your Lenten packet! (If your address has changed, let us know asap!) 
 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE: We will be having an Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm, on 
Wednesday, Feb. 17th. Join in live on Facebook and YouTube, or watch the recording at a later 
date. Have the ashes on hand that you will receive as part of our Lenten materials. If you would 
like to be a reader for this meaningful service, please contact the office or Pastor Charis. 
 
 
WEDNESDAY EVENING LENT GATHERINGS ON ZOOM: Each Wednesday night in the 
season of Lent, Our Saviour’s will join together on Zoom to listen to and sing with Holden                 
Evening Prayer. We’ll also have a time to talk with one another, to catch up, and reconnect.  
Holden Evening Prayer with the voices of Laurie, Steve, and Jen Ess, are recorded so we can 
sing along with better sound. So mark off 7pm each Wednesday evening in Lent (Feb. 24, March 
3, 10, 17, 24, 31) and join us for a time of meditation and fellowship.  
https://zoom.us/j/3515357565?pwd=SllJUUZhcHNZM1hvT3Boak5mQjlaQT09 
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Community Events 
 

COVID Vaccine: The Phase Finder tool is designed 
to help people in Washington find out if they are    
eligible for a COVID vaccine now or if not, sign up to 
be notified when they become eligible. It asks a series 
of questions related to the four phases of  vaccine  
distribution (living situation, age, health conditions, 
risk factors, work situation and zip code) to inform 
eligibility.  
Wayne & Ellyn Erickson are available to assist       
anyone who needs help with signing up for the 
COVID vaccine.  

 

If you are eligible for the vaccine, you can sign up for a time slot to receive the vaccine at various locations. Find 
time slots and the locations here:  
 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/VaccineInformation/PhaseFinderTool 
 

https://snohomish-county-coronavirus-response-snoco-gis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/covid-19-vaccine 
 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Immunization/VaccineLocations 
 

 
Stilly Valley Trek - Need motivation to increase your activity level? 
Sign-up for the Stilly Valley Trek! This 3-week challenge is part of 
the Arlington-Stillaguamish Eagle Festival, encouraging                  
participants to get moving and try new activities. Participants of all 
abilities and ages 13+ can register online with their own exercise 
goals to reach between January 23 and February 13. Upon             
completion, participants qualify for a  drawing of prizes from local 
businesses. For more information and to sign-up go to https://
www.stillyvalleyhealth.org/stilly-valley-trek/  
 
  

       
     Eagle Festival 2021   
January 23- February 13 
 
This year will be different due to restrictions on event gatherings.  
We are working on activities that will be on-your-own or virtual 
and extending the number of days to participate. 

With winter comes the return of the eagle to the Stillaguamish    
River. To celebrate these special winter residents, Arlington hosts 
an annual Eagle Festival. The eagles return to feed on salmon that 
have come to spawn in the clean river gravel. The eagle also prey 
on the snow geese that are feeding in the agricultural fields in the 
floodplain. Visit Arlington City’s website for more information. 
http://www.arlingtonwa.gov/168/Eagle-Festival 
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Childcare News             
by Melissa Hackworth, Program Supervisor  

 

The new year is in full swing!  We had a lot of changes at the end of 2020, but we are settling 
into our routines.  We have submitted our application to be rated again by Early Achievers.   
Early Achievers uses a rating system to track growth in quality improvement of participating 
early care providers.  We were rated a level 3 in 2017, meaning 
that we had achieved a “quality level of excellence” based upon 

an on-site evaluation.  Due to Covid-19, we are waiting to hear 
how evaluations are being conducted this year. We hope to hear 
soon!   

Preschool News 
by Jennifer Ess, Director 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church,  
 
On January 14th, a meeting was held by the Learning Center Board to 
discuss the reopening of the preschool.  After much discussion, the    
decision was made, due to the current pandemic situation as well as staffing needs, Our Saviour’s 
Preschool will remain closed for the 2020-2021 school year.  Please know this was a very        
difficult decision to make and was not made lightly.  It is our full expectation that by this Fall the 
pandemic will be less of a barrier, and our unusual staffing needs will have been solved. 
 
Several options have been made available to preschool families regarding their children’s           
education.  Many families are deciding to continue with Our Saviour’s Preschool this fall.  We 
continue to be blessed with the support and understanding from the preschool families.  At home 
learning packets will continue to be made available to students.  This time will also be used to 
continue cleaning, organizing, and preparing the classroom for students this fall.   
 
Due to the inability to gather, the preschool will not be holding our annual fundraiser.  If you 
would like to make a donation to the preschool, we are still raising funds for tuition assistance as 
well as upgrades to the playground.  Thank you for the donations that have be made in Emery 

Rohde’s name.  These funds will be used to further enhance the preschool program he started.  



The Messenger                                                                                Page 6                          

Dear Beloveds, 
 
There were many images that horrified me during 
the Washington DC riots. The violence, cruelty, anger, and destruction were terrible.  
  
One image that made me both angry and almost nauseous was the photograph of the person 
holding up a bright yellow sign with the words, “Jesus Saves.” To be clear, it is not that I      
object to these words. I strongly believe that Jesus saves. But in this particular case, when one 
holds up a sign bearing these beautiful words but participating in mob violence, it becomes 

a mockery. Horrifically, there were other Christian symbols present that day. There was a giant wooden cross     
outside the Capitol. One man carried a Christian flag into an evacuated legislative chamber. Christian music 
blared all day from loudspeakers. It was disgusting to see sacred words and items suddenly used to foment         
violence. It was sickening, reckless, and horrifying. It was profane. The insurrection on the Capitol broke the first, 
second, fifth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth commandments. Any action that breaks one commandment is wrong. 
An action that breaks the majority of the commandments is   beyond alarming. (And I could actually make an    
argument that this insurrection also broke the third and fourth commandments, too. This only leaves the 
sixth unbroken.)   
 
In the ELCA social message on Government and Civic Engagement in the United States: Discipleship in a         
Democracy we read,   
 

ELCA social teaching holds that all residents of the United States have a responsibility to 
make government function well—not to abandon our democracy but to engage it in a spirit of 
robust civic duty. For Lutherans, this responsibility is lived out as a calling from God,               
expressed in the discipleship described in our baptismal promises.  
(Full message here: www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Government.)   
 

This social message states that as residents of the United States and as followers of Jesus, we all have a                    
responsibility for government to function well. We are called to be a part of civic society. We are called to vote. 
We are called to be civil servants. We are called to speak out against injustice. We are called 
to march against hatred. We are called to peacefully protest when those in power act in ways that promote           
prejudice or bigotry or discrimination. We are called to speak truth. For those of us with privilege, we are            
especially called to examine ourselves, to listen to others, and to speak for those without voice. We are called to act 
in ways where God’s love is paramount – moving towards true peace, true equity, and true reconciliation. In short, 
we are called to live into our baptismal identity of forgiven and beloved children of God by loving and caring for 
God, our neighbor, and our world.   
  
 
I encourage congregations and ministry sites to study the social message mentioned above. There are also other 
social messages and social statements found on the ELCA website to further conversation and action as we        
continue to learn how to be disciples of Jesus by engaging in the world. Perhaps this could be something that you 
and others do during Lent. But please don’t stop at reading, studying, and talking about it. Let us move                
forward with action. Our faith calls us to stand next to the oppressed and forgotten in faith, knowing that, as we are 
loved by God, we are called to love our neighbor.   
 
I am appalled at what happened on January 6, 2021. As a citizen of the United States and, even more so, as a  
Christian, I am devastated. But I have hope. I have hope that out of this hatred, love will emerge. I have hope that 
those who have been fearful will gain courage. I have hope that we, siblings, beloveds in Christ, will join together 
and reclaim the words, “Jesus saves.” I have hope that we as a nation will form a more perfect union. I have hope –
 not because I’m an idealist but because I’m a follower of Jesus – that out of this death resurrection will come.  
 
In God’s Spirit of Hope, 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 

From the February 2021 edition of The Spirit 
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Copyright Policy—Newsletter Newsletter  
Permission for clip-art and content purchased from Communication 
Resources or through Newsletter Newsletter publications may be   
republished or reproduced for use within your own church 

February Worship Readings 

Month Actual Giving Budget 
Goal 

Difference Actual Expenses 

December $18,502.28 $20,381.33 -$1,879.05 $20,407.44 

Y.T.D.  
(July-Dec.) 

$98,486.69 $122,287.98 -$23,801.29 $108,302.83 

The budget year runs from July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021 

Thank you for giving to Our Saviour’s! 

7 14 21 28 

Isaiah 40:21-31  
The creator of all 
cares for the        
powerless 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c  
The Lord heals the 
brokenheart-
ed. (Ps. 147:3)  
1 Corinthians 9:16-
23  
A servant for the 
sake of the gospel 
Mark 1:29-39  
The healing of      
Peter’s mother-in-
law 

2 Kings 2:1-12  
Elijah taken up to 
heaven and                
succeeded by Elisha 
Psalm 50:1-6  
Out of Zion, perfect 
in beauty, God shines 
forth in                     
glory. (Ps. 50:2)  
2 Corinthians 4:3-6  
God’s light seen 
clearly in the face of 
Christ 
Mark 9:2-9  
Revelation of Christ 
as God’s beloved 
Son 

Genesis 9:8-17  
The rainbow, sign of 
God’s covenant 
Psalm 25:1-10  
Your paths, O Lord, 
are steadfast love and 
faithful-
ness. (Ps. 25:10)  
1 Peter 3:18-22  
Saved through water 
Mark 1:9-15  
The temptation of  
Jesus in the             
wilderness for forty 
days 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-
16  
God blesses        
Abraham and Sarah 
Psalm 22:23-31  
All the ends of the 
earth shall remember 
and turn to the 
Lord. (Ps. 22:27)  
Romans 4:13-25  
The promise to those 
who share                   
Abraham’s faith 
Mark 8:31-38  
The passion                
prediction 

Minutes of the monthly Church 
Council meeting and the Financial 
Report Summary are posted on the 
office bulletin board for all to read. 
You can also request a copy be sent 
to you by email or mail. Contact the 
church office at (360) 435-8921 or 
office@arlingtonwachurch.org 

Worship Attendance for  
January 2021 

    
Church in-person      
worship services       
cancelled due to      

Covid-19 and Stay 
Home, Stay Healthy     

orders. Sunday Home 
Worship 

 Resources emailed 
weekly and available on 

OSLC website 



February 2021 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4    
 
7:00pm Bi-Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting via Zoom 

5 6 

7 
 
10:30am  Worship 
via Live-Stream on 
Facebook & 
YouTube 

8 
 
9am-2pm Voting 

9 
 
9am-2pm Voting 
4:30pm--7pm 
Voting 

10 
 
9am-2pm Voting 

11 12 13 

14 
 
10:30am  Worship 
via Live-Stream on 
Facebook & 
YouTube 

15 16 17 Ash Wednesday 
 
7:00pm  Ash 
Wednesday Worship 
via Live-Stream on  
Facebook & 
YouTube 

18 
 
10:00am Phoebe 
Circle via Zoom 

19 20 

21 
 
10:30am  Worship 
via Live-Stream on 
Facebook & 
YouTube 

22 23 24 
 
7:00pm Lent     
Gathering Worship 
via Zoom 

25 26 27 

28 
 
10:30am  Worship 
via Live-Stream on 
Facebook & 
YouTube 
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“ Happy Birthday to you …” 
  
 2     Lincoln Crone  
 3     Jay Jodock 
 3     Bob Shinstrom 
 4     Aiden Grant   
 5     Gay Engelsen 
 5     Carol Duskin 
 7     Vickie Campbell  
 8     Sharon Billdt 
10    Jenna Villa 
18    Dale Duskin 
19    Ella Larson 
19    Brad Rambat 
19    Lynda Thomas  
23    Lynne Baylor 
24   Kerry Graves 
26   Sue Andersson 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy  Anniversary! 
 
 6 Doug and Debra Kunzman 
18 Ron and Kathy Thordarson 
26 Jason and Heidi Ewing 
28 Brad and Dot Rambat 
29  Mike and Lynda Thomas 
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