
 Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Arlington, WA 

www.arlingtonwachurch.org 
 

Our purpose: Celebrate, cultivate and share God’s love. 

Upgrading Sanctuary Technology - we need 
your help! Anticipating that we will starting in-person    
worship in the near future, we need to set up the sanctuary for                      
live-streaming the services.  It is really wonderful that we have 
people watching our services from far and wide; in order to 
keep including them we need to do these upgrades.  
For this we are asking two things:  
 
1) Please consider giving a special financial gift toward this 

project. Ideally we would like to raise $5000. You can  
contribute to this fund by making a note on the gift, 
“Sanctuary upgrades”. 

 
2) Please consider becoming a volunteer to help run the live 
streams once the system is in place. It’s really fun technology 
to learn! You get to run cameras and screens, and learn things 
that might be helpful elsewhere. You don’t need to have any 
experience, just a willingness to learn. We’ll need a team of 
people to carry out these responsibilities, and there are no age 
limitations of who can volunteer! 
 
 

Our Saviour's         
Lutheran in       
Arlington is           
hosting a totem 
pole blessing, 
Monday, May 3rd, 
from 1-4pm!  
 
This new pole, created 
by the Lummi House of 
Tears Carvers, which will eventually be delivered to         
Washington, DC, is embarking on an extensive tour with the 
goal of gathering the hopes, prayers and support from           
communities to protect sacred places and the natural world, for 
generations to come. Timeline of the event: 1pm arrive; 2pm 
visit with carvers, local music; 3pm blessing ceremony; 4pm 
departure. (Masks are required and keeping  6' apart.) Come be 
a part of this unique event!  
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From the Pastor 
 

In this past year when we’ve had worship online, we don’t really know exactly who 
has been watching. If someone leaves a comment on the Facebook or YouTube video 
we can see who is attending, but if they don’t then we are unable to identify who is 
joining us. Just this past Sunday on Facebook alone there have been 170 views of  
worship. Now, most of those views don’t watch the whole service, but that is a greater 
number than average attendance during an in-person Sunday service during COVID. 
The internet gives us the opportunity to offer worship to more people, spreading the 
good news of the gospel further afield.  
 
We do know of a few people who have been watching from afar. One is Alison, who lives in Melbourne,      
Australia. Because of the massive time difference, she watches the recording of the service. In the week of  
Easter we received a card from Alison, and I think it communicates how meaningful online worship can be. 
Here it is: 
 

Dear Charis and to the congregation of Our Saviour’s, 
 I am sending a ‘greeting of Peace’ to you and your congregation, for their sharing of fellowship and 
peace with me. The online services that you have run have been thoroughly enjoyed by me, and show that the 
fellowship of believers is very wide indeed. COVID-19 has enabled me to become acquainted with you all via 
my friends Jim and Kathy Kjargaard, who sent me the link.  
 You have all read to me, sung songs and hymns of praise and sent Peace. 
 This is a very small but grateful way to say thank you — keep going. The Lord bless you and keep you 
safe in His care.  
 From Alison, Harpers Crossing, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 
 

Before the pandemic this church was already planning to have more online involvement. Faster internet had 
been set up just before I arrived, and a fund had been started for technology upgrades in the sanctuary. You 
were already heading in this direction! When things shut down and Pastor Scott retired, I joined Our Saviour’s 
as your Transition Pastor. It was *relatively* easy to first offer pre-recorded worship services (I certainly       
enjoyed meeting some people to record greetings and readings!), and then, after research and experimenting, we 
found that we could offer live services with Laurie and several worship assistants joining, with each of us in   
different locations. Now having done this for quite some months, we can see the value of continuing this     
practice, even when we are in-person again. You all didn’t even know how much your intention to have worship 
available online would be so helpful to others - it really does make a difference! 
 

But offering online worship WHILE we are worshipping in person is a different thing.  
 

It is our sincere hope that we will be able to return to in-person worship by the end of May. In order to continue 
offering worship online that is easy for online worshippers to hear and follow, we need to install some new 
equipment. The good news is that once it is in place, we will be able to offer live streaming for other things   
other than worship. Memorial services, choir performances, even events by non-church community                  
organizations can be shared online, in realtime. This technology can serve more people than just our                    
congregation, creating opportunities to increase our outreach and community involvement.  
 

To achieve this, the sanctuary needs adequate equipment, and volunteers to manage the technology. Everyone 
can be involved. We are hoping to raise $5000 to help with the costs of the technology upgrades, and we 
are hoping to have a team of at least 10-15 volunteers to help run the new equipment on Sundays. This 
team of volunteers doesn’t need to be regular attenders, just dependable people who want to learn this              
technology. They don’t need to be adults, and they don’t have to be kids. With gentle coaching anyone can learn 
how to do this, and it’s actually quite fun being a “producer” behind the scenes. Want to give it a try? 
 

Hopefully you can contribute to the Sanctuary Technology Fund, over and above your regular giving. Please 
send checks to the church noting the fund.  
 

It’s 2021, everyone. Could you have ever imagined that Our Saviour’s would be offering worship to people in 
other countries? With some effort this can keep happening, even as we come together again in-person.  
 
In peace and gratitude, 
Pastor Charis 
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Mission Circle Information. The Women’s Mission Circle originated in 1950.  Their correspondence 
and contributions were directed to those abroad and the local  communities.  In 1975 we began making 
quilts, layettes, health and school kits.  Our focus today continues on making quilts, baby-care kits and 
school kits which are shipped twice a year, world-wide through Lutheran World Relief, to help those 
living in poverty.  We  also continue to send financial contributions to local missionaries. We will be 
collecting for school kits starting this month and thru the summer for the fall shipment.  
 

Mission Circle School Kits. We are in need of donations of school supplies to fill 50 backpack school kits to send 
to Lutheran World Relief for children who are living in poverty: 
 
70-sheet spiral notebook  Blue or black pens (no red or gel) 
Pencil sharpeners   16 count boxes of crayons 
Rulers     Safety scissors (Blunt)   
#2 pencils-unsharpened 
 
There is a box marked “School Kit Supplies” in the entryway where you can place any items.  Monetary donations 
are also welcome. Please make checks payable to “Our Saviour’s Mission Circle” and on the memo line designate 
“Backpack School Kits.”  For any questions, please contact the church office 
 
Mission Circle wishes to offer many thanks to Jim Kjargaard and Bob Zerbel for delivery of our spring shipment 
of  80 quilts and 144 baby-care kits.  These were delivered to Bothell First Lutheran Church where they are          
collected and stored until transported to the Midwest for future use throughout the world. Again, we thank our  
generous congregation for all your donations to make this possible.  
 

 
Phoebe Circle is a bible study group for  women. We meet on Thursday, May 20th at 10:00am. This 
month’s bible study will be from Gather Magazine. The bible study is “Annual intergenerational     
devotional by the Rev. Violet Little”.  Everyone is welcome. We can share a copy of Gather magazine 
if you don’t  have a copy. We  currently are meeting online via Zoom. Please contact the church office  
for more  information.  
 

 
North Snohomish County Outreach (NSCO) Laundry  Project - Laundry Dinner Update –  
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church has been participating in the Laundry Dinner Project since its            
inception in 2019. The North Snohomish County Outreach group oversees the project at local            
Laundromats. The goal is to provide one free load of washed and dried laundry for each participant, 
along with access to other social services in the area.  
 
The NSCO Volunteers supervise the laundry portion of each evening. There is a representative from 

the Arlington Community Outreach Program available to help make connections with other community services. 
The NSCO provides personal hygiene products, socks, gloves, caps, and other items available for participants. 
 
Meals are provided by a host of volunteer organizations. Pre-Covid hot meals were served at the Laundromats. 
During the time of Covid, “Grab and Go” meals have been provided.  That is where OSLC fits into this valuable 
project. On the 2nd Tuesday of each month our dedicated volunteers prepare the meals.   
 
Currently there have been 15 – 20 individuals each Tuesday. They are regulars with an occasional new guest. Word 
of mouth is the most common source of new guests. Word spreads quickly to those that are new to the area.  There 
are few families.  Families are usually able to access more permanent housing. Most guests are single people ages 
25 -60. The majority of guests walk from their sleeping locations. A number of them do have cars that they are          
living in and of course there are those that just need additional help. All are welcome. 
 
There is a need for personal hygiene items: soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, feminine hygiene 
products, and socks. It is preferred to have these items separated so that guests can select the items that they need.  
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Preschool News 
By Jennifer Ess, Director/Teacher 

 
Registration for the 2021/2022 school year is in full swing and we are anticipating a full              
enrollment for both classes!  We are excited to get back in the classroom and working with the  
students in person this fall.  I will be returning as the 2 Day teacher and Anna Lundgren will be  
returning as the 3 Day teacher.  We will be working over the summer on lesson plans, activities, 
and working to make opening the preschool a reality.  We are also working on playground           
enhancements - in Memory of Pastor Emery Rohde - to hopefully take place this summer with a 
dedication this fall.  
 
We appreciate all the support, prayers, and donations that we have received this year.  They have 
helped to make it possible for us to open our doors again this fall.   

Childcare News             
by Melissa Hackworth, Program Supervisor  

 

May 3-7 is Teacher Appreciation Week, and we are looking forward to showing our amazing 
staff how much we appreciate them!  This year has continued to be challenging dealing with 
Covid, and our teachers have been wonderful dealing with everything that comes their way. We 
truly cannot express enough gratitude for all their hard work.  We would also like to extend a 
special thank you to Tammy, for all she does, we greatly appreciate all her help!  

Copyright Policy—Newsletter Newsletter  
Permission for clip-art and content purchased from Communication Resources or 
through Newsletter Newsletter publications may be republished or reproduced for 
use within your own church 

OSYM (Our Saviour’s Youth Ministry) News 
Submitted by Ellen Winter 

 
 
 

     
I have been participating on a committee dedicated to reopening the sanctuary to in-person services. 
There are many details to consider. As the OSYM Sunday year comes to a close, it is apparent that 
we will not be restarting in-person OSYM classes until September. Hopefully the restrictions that 
are currently in place due to the pandemic will have lessened and we can go back to having OSYM 
classes each Sunday. In the interim, I will be planning an outdoor event for June and July so check 
out next month's bulletin for those details. Enjoy the summer and stay safe. 
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News from your Church Leadership 
 
Call Committee Update by Jennifer Ess - Chairperson 
 
The call committee has been continuing to meet weekly via Zoom.  We have been hard at work fine 
tuning the MSP with the help of Pastor Andy Yee.  We have a final copy that is ready to be         
submitted.  Once the MSP is submitted, Pastor Yee will take the next few weeks to find a list of 
names for the call committee to interview.  While we are waiting for our list, the call committee 
will be crafting interview questions and holding mock interviews.  It is our hope and prayer that the 
person that Our Saviour's Lutheran needs will be in the first round of names.  We are looking for-
ward to meeting with candidates and will be prayerfully considering the wants and needs of our 
church.  We thank everyone for their support and prayers as we continue with this process.  
 
Copies of the MSP will be available to congregation members once the final draft has been            
submitted.  Please reach out to Tammy, Pastor, or any of the Call Committee members if you would 
like to see a copy.  

Community News 
 
 
Providence Intervention for Assault and Abuse have seen an increase in assault and 
abuse since the pandemic started, and felt it was imperative to reach out to the                 
community. We provide advocacy, counseling, and forensic medical exams (without 
having to go to an emergency department) to any survivor of sexual assault or abuse, 
including adult survivors of child sexual abuse, trafficking victims, children who have 
been physically abused, neglected or endangered, elder and vulnerable adults, and 
adult victims of physical violence, and vehicular assault.  
 

The staff at Providence is available and for you.  Brochures are available at the church 
in the hallway leading to the gym. If you have questions please contact Carie Sattler,   
Victim Advocate. Her email is Carie.sattler@providence.org or (425)297-5781. You 
can also access information on their website: https://www.providence.org/locations/wa/
providence-regional-medical-center-everett/assault-and-abuse-services? 

https://www.providence.org/locations/wa/providence-regional-medical-center-everett/assault-and-abuse-services
https://www.providence.org/locations/wa/providence-regional-medical-center-everett/assault-and-abuse-services


The Messenger                                                                                Page 6                          

From the Bishop: 
The Spirit May 2021  
 
 

In the book Anxious People, the author, Fredrik Backman, crafts a humorous, poignant, and 
wise story of a group of people thrown together because of a bank robbery. But the bank        
robbery is the least interesting part of the book. The characters, who seem flighty and weird and 
strange or just unlikeable at the beginning of the book, change into complex humans with such 
rich inner lives that you love each of them by the end of the story. This was one book that I was 
sad to see end    because I wanted to continue with each character in their journey. 

 
I finished this book during Holy Week. And I couldn’t help but reflect on the flighty, weird, strange and unlikeable 
people that surrounded Jesus that we get to know in the Gospels. These men and women who leave everything to 
follow Jesus – and who end up leaving Jesus after his arrest – only to once again connect with Jesus after his death 
and resurrection – are (we must admit) flighty, weird, strange and unlikeable. 

Thomas who is skeptical throughout the Jesus story and who won’t recognize Jesus until seeing his wounds.  
Mary Magdalene who can’t recognize Jesus until he calls her by her name.  
The disciples locked in a room, afraid to go out, and finally just going back to fishing until Jesus shows up once 

again. 
 
I mean, ask yourself: 

Would we really have wanted John the Baptist over for a barbecue?  
Would we really have accepted a woman who washed Jesus’ feet as being justified when she extravagantly 

wasted an expensive bottle of perfume? 
 Would we have embraced the woman who bled for over a decade and invited her to our book club even after 

she assured us that she was cured and clean?  
 
I finished this book during Holy Week. And I couldn’t help but reflect on the flighty, weird, strange and unlikeable 
people around me – on the news, on social media, in my neighborhood – and how I have judged them based on a 
very superficial understanding of who they are and what makes up their story. I call them ignorant or lazy, bigoted 
or uncaring, dirty or smelly or unclean in some way. 
 
But as I continue to reflect on Backman’s compelling story of seven “idiots” (as he calls them), and, as I continue to 
reflect on Holy Week, (even though it is now way past Holy Week), I see Jesus kneeling down and washing feet. I 
hear Jesus saying, “Peace be with you.” I experience Jesus embracing disciples on a beach, offering them fish, and 
saying, “Feed my sheep.” Loving and caring and forgiving – even though these humans are flighty, weird, strange 
and, at times, unlikeable. 
 
None of us are Jesus. None of us can embrace the other as Jesus did. And yet, we are called, as sinners and as     
beloved children of God, to hear another’s story. To listen. To reflect. To forgive. To ask for forgiveness. To en-
gage. To be silent when needed and speak when necessary. 
 
For my part, I repent. I repent for my judgment, for my verdict that I render without knowing the complexity of  
another’s story, for my blindness to my complicity, for my withholding forgiveness in the name of self-
righteousness, for my refusing to acknowledge my need for forgiveness, and for my judgment on who God loves 
and who God does not love (because, as I have been taught, if God only loves those I love, than I have remade God 
in my image). 
 
So I ask you, dear Beloveds of NWWA Synod, with all of your stories, how may your stories be joined into the One 
Story? How may your hearts be open to the flighty, weird, strange, sometimes unlikeable (but always God’s be-
loved) people that we are called to love? What are your thoughts, feelings, explorations, attempts, experiments? I’d 
love to hear how you are living into God’s Holy Community of love, grace, compassion, justice and peace. 
 
As for you, you are called. By name. Embraced, loved, and cherished – in all your flighty, weird, strange,                    
sometimes unlikeable ways. And always, always, God’s beloved.  
 
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
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May Worship Readings 

Thank you for giving to Our Saviour’s! 

Worship Attendance for  
April 2021 

  
Church worship services 

cancelled due to         
Covid-19 and Healthy 

Washington-Roadmap to 
Recovery. Sunday Home 

Worship 
 Resources emailed 

weekly and available on 
OSLC website 

Month Actual Giving Budget Goal Difference Actual Expenses 

March  $27,730.01  $20,381.33  $7,348.68  $18,429.12  

Y.T.D.  
(July-Mar.) 

$154,719.59   $183,431.97  -$28,712.38  $173,024.39 

The budget year runs from July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021 
 

Minutes of the monthly Church 
Council meeting and the Financial 
Report Summary are posted on the 
office bulletin board for all to read. 
You can also request a copy be sent 
to you by email or mail. Contact the 
church office at (360) 435-8921 or 
office@arlingtonwachurch.org 

9 16 23 30 2 

Acts 10:44-48  
The Spirit poured 
out on the Gentiles 
 
Psalm 98  
Shout with joy to 
the Lord, all you 
lands. (Ps. 98:4)  
 
1 John 5:1-6  
The victory of faith 
 
John 15:9-17  
Christ the friend 
and lover 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-
26  
Matthias added to 
the apostles 
 
Psalm 1  
The Lord knows 
the way of the 
righteous. (Ps. 1:6) 
  
1 John 5:9-13  
Life in the Son of 
God 
 
John 17:6-19  
Christ’s prayer for 
his disciples 

Acts 2:1-21  
Filled with the 
Spirit to tell God’s 
deeds 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
(alternate) 
Life to dry bones 
Psalm 104:24-34, 
35b  
Send forth your 
Spirit and renew 
the face of the 
earth. (Ps. 104:30)  
Romans 8:22-27  
Praying with the  
Spirit 
Acts 2:1-21 
(alternate) 
Filled with the 
Spirit to tell God’s 
deeds 
John 15:26-27; 
16:4b-15  
Christ sends the 
Spirit of truth 

Isaiah 6:1-8  
Isaiah’s vision and 
call 
 
Psalm 29  
Worship the Lord 
in the beauty of 
holiness. 
(Ps. 29:2)  
 
Romans 8:12-17  
Living by the  
Spirit 
 
John 3:1-17  
Entering the reign 
of God through 
water and the 
Spirit 

Acts 8:26-40  
Philip teaches and 
baptizes an      
Ethiopian 
 
Psalm 22:25-31  
All the ends of the 
earth shall          
remember and turn 
to the Lord.
(Ps. 22:27)  
 
1 John 4:7-21  
God’s love        
perfected in love 
for one another 
 
John 15:1-8  
Christ the vine 



May 2021 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      
 

1 

2 
 
10:30am  Worship 
via Live-Stream on 
Facebook & 
YouTube 

3 
 
1pm-4pm Totem 
Pole Blessing 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9  Mother’s Day 
 
10:30am  Worship 
via Live-Stream on 
Facebook & 
YouTube 

10 
 

11 
 
NSCO Laundry  
Project 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

10:30am  Worship 
via Live-Stream on 
Facebook & 
YouTube 

17 18 
 
 
7:00pm Church 
Council Meeting via 
Zoom  

19 
 

20 
 
10:00am Phoebe 
Circle via Zoom 

21 
 

22 
 

23 Pentecost  
         Sunday 
 
10:30am  Worship 
via Live-Stream on 
Facebook & 
YouTube 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 28 
 

29 

30   Holy Trinity 
 
10:30am  Worship 
via Live-Stream on 
Facebook & 
YouTube 

31  Memorial Day      
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“ Happy Birthday to you …” 
 
1   Dani Hall 
3   Sherry Buller 
4   Jackson Grant 
6   Geri Elefson 
9 June Peterson 
12 Crystal Chamberlin 
13  Jaiden Davenport 
14 Steve Moore    
15 Ken Casperson 
19 Ralph Knutson  
21 Jim Kjargaard 
24 Dee Daves 
24 Mindy Livingston 
28 John Orlando 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Happy Anniversary!”  
 

  6  Tom & Michelle Settimo 
13 Ray and Merilyn McClure 
22 Frank and Ruth Gonzales 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

☺Did we forget you?  
If your special date is not 
listed here, first, forgive 
us!  Then, call the office 
so that we can update our 
database.  Thanks!    
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